“This is undoubtedly the greatest American battle of the war and will,
I believe, be regarded as an ever-famous American Victory.’’

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL - Addressing the House of Commans following the Batile of the Bulge, WWIl.
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| “There is one thing you dare not forget and |
| that you must keep eternally engraved in your |
| heart. It is the memory of those men who came |
| from far-away, from overseas and clung to the |
| ground,-fighting one against ten, falling down |
| under bombing and shelling for the name of |
| LIBERTY.
| And when you will pass-before a_military |
| cemetery, when-you will see-the-fitile white |
| crosses adorning the tombs of the soldiers of |
| .Baugnez, of Steumont, of Rochefort and of so |
[ many little-villages-or-the Ardennes, from.the.|
| depths of your‘heart ‘cry to them.....
| THANK YOU”, |

Andre' Defer |
Belgian Writer |
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| THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
VBOB ZEROES IN ON 50TH

ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE
‘Build on VBOB'’s Accomplishments--
Let’s Go That Extra Mile’

The Veterans of the Baille ol the Bulge will move into a
new pioneer formation for a unigque event--the 50th
anniversary of the battle.

The 30th anniversary of the battle may be the last Class
"A" pniform evenl which would include Department of
Defense participation (DOD stated it will not take part in
any BoB events in a large scale
alter the 50th observance).

The situation should pose no
problems to the winners of the
Battle of the Bulge, the nation’s
largest land battle, a key event in
World War 11 annals.,

Winston Churchill told the House
of Commons aller the battle: "This
is  undoubtedly the preatest
American battle of the war and will,
I believe, be regarded as an ever-
famous American victory."

(I course, the Veterans of the
Battle of the Bulge was [ront and
center in helping plan and set up the national observance of
the 50th anniversary,

+ We played a key role in gelling a commemorative

stamp made o be issucd near the anniversary date,

+  We have caused memcrials to be placed at Arlington
Cemetery and our chapters have also placed memorials
al other points across the nation,

* We are called upon by other veterans’ organizations
and national ecivic groups to participate in their
observances of civic and national nature.

»  We are negotiating with the entertainment media to
provide up-date features on the Bulge, either fictional
or factual,

»  We are pressing countries and organizations to honor
each Battler by presenting every VBOB member a
Certificate of Participation.

»  We have established working liaisons with organizations
such as the University of Tennessee's Center for
Military History and the Army's Military History
[nstitute ar Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 17013-5008,
(o luke our oral historics, wrillen malerials, such as
diaries or notes. any artifacts and the like. We also
have arrangements with most state velerans” muscums
to accept Battlers' relics either on loan or as a gilt in
perpetuity.

= We are building on events and structures started by our
founder, Clyde Boden and his nucleus of pioneers.
They did a magnificent job. We are updating and
keeping current their pioncering works, such as the
muscum at Fort George G. Meade, near Balimore,
Maryland,

= We have eorolled member number 10,000, and look

F 5
Darrell Kuhn

forward to another 10,000 within a short period.
Memberships are rapidly pouring in.

»  We have instituted many sweeping reforms in the
management of the organization, to get the most bank
for the buck. [ reported on some of those in the last
issue,

+ We continuing to streamline for the common good.
One aclion we are exploring is getling an executive
officer who will handle all the details. This would leave
the elected officers free to do their basic jobs--move
VBOB along as a national force and a potent [actor in
veterans' circles,

We do not have to spend a good deal of space telling cach
other we've done a marvelous job, We have, and outsiders
are telling us so, beginning with Winston Churchill....

What we have to do is think of things we wanl done, and
then set about doing them.. 1 do not mean non-Battle-
connected events, such as conventions, where we worry about
whether the tablecloth color matches the speaker's tic, or
tongue, or eyeballs....

We have to focus on Battle-connected events and press for
action on those. No one else will do it. We have been
elected by climination. And, come to think ol it, it's no
different than we had to do in the Bulge. We just "inherited”
the job. And we stuck to our guns and we did it. We did not
distract our attention from the main purpose of being there,
We didn't worry about whether the "C" rations had matching
ritbons all over i, or if the ammo was delivered with a
smile.

In the little fulure time we have, we must do as we did
nearly 50 years ago: Go out there and get the job done....

I urge you to step in and help the next administration.
That’s the only way our dreams can become realitics.

Thank you for your help during my watch--my tour on
guard duty lor the VBOB.

Sce you on the firing line,

Darrell Kuhin, President

1993 Elected Officers

The following officers were elected by the General
Membership at its October Sth meeting:
William R. Hemphill, President
William Tayman, Exccutive Vice President
Grover Twiner, Vice President for Membership
Stanley Wojtusik, Vice President for Chapter Coordination
Peter Dounis, Vice President for Military Aflairs
Feter Leslic, Treasurer
Beverley VanHouten, Recording Secretary
George C. Linthicum, Corresponding Secrelary

Change in Life Membership Fees
At the General Membership Meeting held October 9, 1992,
the following [ees were established for Life Membership and
go into elfect immediately.
Over 70 years of age------ £75.00
Under 70 years of age------$125.00

THE BULCE BUGLE

December 1992




Letters
to the Editor...

Kid Glove Treatment...

“...No account af the massacre at Malmedy should ever be presented
withaut the fallaw-up accaunt of how the perpetrators gol off Scot free,
25 Dr, Raila did, but Dr, Raila didn't put farth the information that a
Linited States politician, namely Senator Joseph MeCarthy, bant all tha
rules that his ofice allowed him to, in order to see that these murderers
wire given kid glove weatment and eventually absolved of their
zfrocicus conduct in this unforgivable act, Thers are many instances
of this being on recard--MeCarthy's action--at your local public library,
Mo reason is ever given for his actions but there is no reason that cald-
plooded murderers should be protected by anyone, let alone an elacted
official of the American people.

‘The editorial on the giving out ol medals for service in the Battle of
the Bulge brings to mind that soon after the war ended in Europe, all
mess sargeants, supply sargeants, and, | supposea all sargeants of the
lirst three ranks received a Bronze Star. The outery by all was so great
Ihat the medals given to these people was changed so that it cantainad
a ‘M’ for merit on the ribbon whereas the Bronze Star earned for
conspicusus bravery was given a "W for valor, As far as the cheapening
of the Purgle Heart, | have heard swories of some medal happy ouffits
getting them because seme of them had contracted venereal disease
in Germany--"Weounded by Enemy Action.”

Loconsidering the aumbear of WWI wels involved in the "Notch® bill
|HR 917) it would be well to ling up all the suppart that you possibly
can to ses that & bill that has been kicking arsund Congress for nine
years will ba given a public hearing.’

GEORGE SCARBROUGH
3 AARMDD 23 ARMD ENGR

Hobnailed Boots...
“In regard 1o the photo an the cover of the August issue of The Bulge
Sugie the caplion stated the ‘.S, Army never issued hobnailed boots.’
Thus staternent isn't true, | served in the 1015t Ailcorne Division in
Mormandy, Helland and Bulge campaigns in an infantry company,
ending my service as a rille platoon leader. (| was wounded and
captured near Bastogne.) Hobnailed boots were issued {o some
members of my campany during the winter of '43-'54 while wa wera
traiming in the UK. | recall the difficulties these men had hiking the
turtle-backed macadam roads in England while hiking to our aining
area which was 7+1,/2 miles distant 10 cur barracks. The boots had a
horseshoe plate in the heel and hobs on the sole. They were replaced
oy the combat boat which leaked like a sieve. For dress and parades
we wore the Corkran “jump boots.” We ware forbldden ta wear them
ineomial, but most of the men, including officers, ignored the order
znd stuck them in bed rolls, replacing the combat boots at the first
opportunity "
ROBERT BOWEN
101 ARBH 401 GLDR INF C

80,000 Casualties Mo Victory...
. Winston Churchill was forever making some damned fool statement
e push the war effort

‘The battle eventually was aurs that's for sure, but | would hardly say
thal 80,000 casuallies was a viclorny.

“The situation should have never happened. Cur armies were well
inta Germany in late September and early October. Everycne stopped
for lack of supplies, especially gasaline. Our truek outfils were lacking
fuel. Those lines werg held for two and a half months because the
powers 1o be were awed 21 the advance made afier the breakthrough
at 5t Lo, Never expecting this in their wildest dreams, they made the

sirategic error of having the supply not keep up with the frond, Thal
advance should have halted at the Rhine.

“fg far as a lot of Gl's are concerned, it was one of the major goots
of Wi,

“angther thing, that pleture on the front page and the accompanying
caption--Or. Frank A. Faila ghould watch his observances, | quate "U.S.
Army never issued hobnalled boots.' For his information hobnailed
books were issued to Gl's during the invasion of Mormandy., You
should never say never. _.[Latar] the GX's came up with loads of
rubber saled foot wear. Jerries had hobnails and so did we, [twas bad
for both sides. On paved surfaces Gl's In hebnails sound like Jerrios
and Jerries in hobnails sound like Gl's. The outcorme--guys on both
sides were shooting at each other, |t changed quick [to] rubber soles.

“hs for the ploture, it seems the badies In the center are piled on each
other. The bare rear end in the middle would dictate that they were
piled up, gathered, that is, for grave registration pick up. I've seen a
great deal of this in Mormandy, St. Lo, ... They throw everyone
together for health reasons such as cholera, ete.

"We all have our awn opinions. | just had to get it off my chest...”

JERRY C. HIBEK
99 INFD 428 MP

oth Field Hospital Memories...

“The article by Jack King on his experiences during the Battle of the
Bulge with the 47th Field Hospital brings back memories of our unit—-
the S1h Field Hospital

“We were stationed in Verviers, about 20 miles from the deespest
penetration of the German Army.  Our unit received some of the
survivers of the 47th, and on December 27, 1944, the haspital, housed
in a school building, was bambed.

"Fortunately, we had evacuated our patients to Liege that morning.
Howswer, our hospital was destroyed.  We lost 20 killed and 21
wounded, We were moved to Tirlemont on December 28th,

" think the 9th endured the heaviast casualties in proporion 1o the
total strength of any medical unit in the ETQ. On December 31, 1944,
we were operational again.

ROBEART M. KNOX
g FLD HOSP

Accolades for The Bugle...
[Addressed 1o Dr. Frank A. Raila]
“| found your anicle in the latest VBOE publication very interesting and
informative, Keep up the goad wark! It should be reprinted in the
velarans magazines (VPW, AL, etc.).
WALTER C. RIGHTON
704 TK BN

Medals...5 Points Was 5 Points...
"With reference fo your editorial in the August issue about medals, may
| suggest we de nol pursue such an effort. The matter cannot be
‘made right’ and should not be allowed to get any further ot of hand.
"Sorme examples: (1) the wholesale delivery of Brenze Stars 1o
overyone who wore a Combat Infaniry Badge wag an injustice 1o those
whe had been a legitimate awardee; (2) a medal for being a POW?
Think about that one. | have nathing against an Ex-POW (since | am
one) but the real heroas in the Bulge have mostly received white
crosses; (3) now Lthe Amencan Ex-POW's are urging members to write
Cangress for a Purple Hean for ex-prisoners.
“When a medal was worth 5 points, well, 5§ peints was 5§ points!
However, who needs them or the medals now.
AOBERT L. THOMPSON
2 INFD 23 INF A

(Continuad on Page 5)
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Letters to the Editor...
{Continued from Page 4)

Misuse of the Term ‘Nazi’...
‘| applacd Bill Tayman's well-axpressed letter concerning the use of
‘Mazi by the media types when they are referring to the German Asmy
for Mavy or Air Foree), By the same token, we didn't fight the "Com-
munists” in Korea either, The enemy was North Korean or Chinese.
Other offenders with the misuse of ‘Mazi’ are the narrators of the

athervizse excelient WWil cable TV features.”
TOM RANEY
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Many Malmedy Details May Be Lost

Forever...
“ b may be that many delails of the Malmedy massacre are lost,
perhaps forever,

“Dr, Raila may take heart in the fact that the stary of what happened
&t Malmedy has nat gone untold, Historian Charles Whiting published
& walume in the early 1970°s called Massacra at Malmeady, Stein and
Day, Mew York [1971). In i, M, Whiting construgis an authoritative
narrative on  Kamplagroppe Paiper, the infamaus battle group
respansible for the slaughter of soldiers and civilians not only in
Malmedy, but in a multitude of places aleng its path of advance during
the Buige

Through eyewitness accounts from  survivars, Whiting waaves
together the arder of events which led ullimately to the killings at
Baugnez ciossroads and the surounding areas.  Utilizing the
recallections of the Kampfgruppe commander Jochen Peiper as a
centerpiece, Whiting blends in the remembrances of those American
officers and soldiers whose often hercic acts of courage and sacrifica
thwaried this prong of the MNazi juggernaut in its drive 1o the Meuse.

“Whiting also provides an Epilogue in which he discusses the trial of
those whom the American public came 1o know as “The Malmedy hen.'
He daes nal however detail as Dr, Faila mentions the batched handling
oi the case by Army investigators. Mor dogs he take on the ensuing
palitical maslstram aver the defense of the ‘Malmedy Men' in a later
wrial that drew in a little known Junier Senatar fram Wisconsin named
Joesaph MeCarthy, who would later achieve notoriety in a wholly
different sphere debating conscience and ideology.

Yol dezpite this shortsightedness, Mr. Whiting created a balanced
and compelling chrenicle of combatl during an early period of the
Ardennes campaign.”

PETER COSTON
ASS0OCIATE MEMBER

Malmedy Authorities Cited...

"Having fought with the 526th Armored Infantry Battalion in the
Malmedy area during the Bulge and having been wounded znd
captured near Baugnez, Balgium, the actual site of the massacre, | was
greatly interested in the article about the Malmedy Massacre.

‘In 1391 | organized...a reunion return of my cutlit back to Balgivm,
[A retired British general helped] us in two areas. [The writer affers the
names and addresses of two authorities on the massacre. We did not
wish them to be flosded with requests for information so we will write
o them to obiain information and print it in a futere edition,] .either
of these men can give you all the lacts that are known about the case,
They have done extansive research including talking to Americans,
Belgians and Germans who were there before, during and after the
Massacre.

RICHARD E. STOME
526 ARMD INF BM

Tell It to the Marines...

| was surprised fo nofe on the front page a eomment which could be
viewed as a slur to the Marines. Speacifically, they don't have anything
like the Bulge worth telling about,' | believe i an insull, Many of my
friends served in three of the six Marine divisions and fought in
Guadalcanal, Palau Group, lowa Jima, Tarawa, and Okinawa. Al of
these battle locations were terrible hell holes of tragedy, with the jungle,
caves, inzects, heat, humidity, and of course the frantic Japanese
soldiers. Their losses were considerable and comparing battles is in
my view stupid. Every batlle is a tragedy o the people involved!

RAe: Dr. Raila's "Blast’; many of us fought 38 divisions before, during
and after "The Buige" and have very little knowledge of the owverall
history of the organization. Thanes Productions has a good
prasentation of the "Watfen-55" which includes intarviews with many of
the "brass.”

Re: Page 28, Conferance an Military Histarians; Dr. Kleber spoke on
being a prisoner at Hammalborg (not Hemmelburg), Hammalburg
was, and is, the German Infantry Center, in addition to being a POW
camp arga.  Abe Baum in his book, Rald, covers the story of the
atternpt to free POW's using a task force formed fram 4th Armored
people, including Baum. MMy 26th Infantry Divisian was deployed in the
araa in July 1945 preparing for the 1 March 1946 invasion of Honzhu,

Re: Page 4, Bill Taymay's letter paragraph 3; Bill should be aware aof
the fact that the military between USA and Germany are very close with
joint pragrams, joint commands, interchange of military and technical
peaple, In fact the Commanding General of MATC air defenze, {rom
Seandanavia to the Med, is a German general. FL Blizs, Texas, is the
Headquarters of the Garman Air Defense School.  The relations
between our countries is different today from WWI days and has oeen
for aver 25 years.,

WILLIAM LEESEMAMNN, JR,
26 INFD 101 CMBT ENGR BN

B REUNIONS IS

IST CAVALRY DIVISION, FTH ENGINEERS, COMPANY D, (2ND
ARMORED IMVISION, COMPANY A, ITTH ENGINEER BATTALION),
May 20-22, 1993, Holiday Inn Fittsburgh-Greentree, 401 FHoliday Drive,
Pittsburgh, [-"cnns_'r'lv.rania 15241, Contact: John Shiclds, PO, Box 106,
East Butler, Pennsylvania 16029, Telephone 412-287-4301.

1ITTH FIELD ARTILLERY OBSERVATION DBATTATION, May 13-16,
1993, Charleston, South Carolina.  Contact:  Herbert Struening, 135
Richard Street, Brick Town, MNew Jersey 08724, Telephone: SE-B40-1582,

15T INFANTRY, 44TH INFANTRY DIVISION, lanuary 7-10, 1993,
Clearwater Beach, Flonda. Contact:  DBen Sudano, 5437 Pentail Cucls,
Tampa, Florida 33625, Telephone: 813-962-6373,

As we pulilish only four times a year, many times units provide us with
reunion information and it is too late (o vse them and be effective. As we
want you to be able to locate your old unils, we wall publish the name of
the unit followed by the contact person.  These are as follows;

WTH ARMORED DIVISION VETERANS ASSCOCIATION--Contact:
Samuel F. Murow, Box 213, Bay Porr, Michigan 48720,

OTH ARMORED DIVISION, 27 ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION,
COMPANY A--Contact: Almon Parson, Jr, H.C.R. 61, Box 85, Hunter,
Kansas 67452

ITTHARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION, ¥ITHARMORED DIVISLON-—
Contact GLEN STRANGE, PO, Box 1, Tonkowa, Oklahoma 74653

Can anything be more ridiculous than that 2 man has a right
to kill me because he lives on the other side of the walter, and
becavse his muler has a quarrel with ming, although 1 have none
with him?

B3laise Pascal
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++AND A GOOD TIME
WAS HAD BY ALL

Approximately 370 veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, their
wives and members of their families attended the 11th
Annual Eeunion held in Mashville, Tennessee, October 8-11,
1992,

Thursday, October B--The morning was devoled (o
registering, finding old fricnds and making new ones,

In the afternoon the film "Brave Rifles," produced by Larry
Mascott, was shown. Many good comments were received
regarding the Alm,

The evening was devoted to socializing in the Hospitality
Room.

Friday, October %--The General Membership Business
Meeting was held resulting in; the election of new officers,
defeat of the proposal Lo change the date when dues are
payable, and approval of the increase in Life Membership
fees.

A Memorial Service honoring those of our comrades who
lost their lives during the battle and who have passed on
since then was held in the afternoon. Words of honor and
praise were given by Chaplain William Owen, of Tennessee,
and Msgr. William O'Donnell, VBOB Chaplain from
Bethesda, Maryland. Stanley Wojtusik read a list of VBOB
members who have passed away during the past year. (This
list appears elsewhere in this issue of The Bulfee Bugle.)

An over-sold Barbeque topped off the evening--but we
somchow managed with the hotel stalf going out of its way
to try to accommodate everyone who showed up. The high-
light of the evening was a strolling guitarisi--Buster
Broussard. Eweryone enjoyed his music and many found
themselves singing along.

Saturday, October 10--With the increase in atllendance and
the number of people who changed their minds and wanted
to go on the lours and to the Grand Ole Opry, this proved
to be an exciting day. The bus company graciously drummed
up maore buses, the Opry came through with more tickets,
and with the help of Rubye and Warren Howard, both of
whom went out of their way o help, every one was
accommodated. Members were delighted when the Opry
emeee made notice of the heroes in the audience,

With just a couple of hours to don their finery, every one
was back in the Banquet Room pretty much on time and
looking very clegant. It was a great evening with music
provided by Carl Pride’s Band, There were surcly some
aching feet the next day, as the dancing went on for hours.
Bob Justice was our principal speaker. (His comments are
elsewhere in this issue.)

The following toast was olfered by Bill Tayman:

"Here's to the crisp, clear Tennessee mountain air,
country music and sweethearts and wives--those things
made freedom worth fighting for; to the sacrifices of
war time nurses and Red Cross staff and to the greatest
country this world has ever known; to the fellowship
and war time bonding and brotherly love of we, the
Weterans of the Battle of the Bulge. God bless cach
and every one and God bless Americal”

Sunday, October 11--Msgr. O'Donnell held services in his

room. Then, it was back to the room, finish up the packing,
and be on our way.

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN US NEXT
YEAR.
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He’s got friends in high places
One of the highlights of HUBERT CROWELL's life was his
trip to Washington where he met George and Barbara Bush.
Hubert recalls: "Me and Barbara were talking, 1 put my
arm around her shoulder and shook hands with her. And T
said, ‘Forget about George; think about me!™

b

Picture af photo of Huber Crowelf with President Bush and First Lady
Barkara Bush and photo of vhe tank he dizabled,

He also recalls the day when he shot and disabled a
German tank during the Bulge: "My licutenant said, *Shoot
it.” T had one round left but 1 knew how to shool a barooka.
I pot down on one knee and put that round in the tank, right
berween the armor plate and the track,” Miraculously, that
tank was not cut up for scrap metal bt sits as a part of a
military muscum in Belgium, where Hubert has visited many
times since the end of the war.

Hubert, aged 79, is a storyteller, philosopher, Sunday
School teacher, dirt farmer, and a dreamer. To guote Herb,
“Without a dream we have nothing. What is life but a
dream and being able to put a litle bit of it to work"
Hubert served in the 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 119TH
INFANTRY, COMPANY "G",

ENGINEER COMPANY
CELEBRATIONS

In June, of this year, a small engincer company which
participated in the Bulge celebrated its designation day in
New Hope, Pennsylvania. The 511TH ENGINEER LIGHT
PONTON COMPANY and its successor US. ARMY 814TH
ENGINEER COMPANY (ASSAULT) (FLOAT BRIDGE),
had the highest percentage of veterans show up at the
reunion.

The unit and its successor, combined with the cooperation
of town officials from Redange, Luxembourg, placed a
plaque in the town center in 1990. This plague is the only
one in Europe which honors a community for its patriotism,
hospitality, and sacrifice during the period 1944-45. The
Redange mayor, two council persons and the assistant police
chief attended the reunion in New Hope, renewing bonds of
friendship and lovaliy between the brave people of
Luxembourg and the 511th,

Four Star Gieneral, Pecralt of General George 5.
Partom, Jr, laken & the eod of the war in Burope W

13

I’'m not supposed to be command-
ing this Army. I'm not supposed even
to be in England. Let the first bastards
to find out be the goddam Germans. I
want them te leok up and howl,
“ACH, IT'S THE GODDAM THIRD
ARMY AND THAT SON-OF-A-
BITCH PATTON AGAIN!??

Putton guotation (rom his famous "off the cofl speeches to his rroops in
England before D-Dhay:

AN INVITATION FOR YOU

An invitation has been received from the Committee,
Houffalize Remembers for veterans of the Battle of the
Bulge. It reads in part:

"We have the pleasure to invite you to the ceremonics
of the 48th anniversary of the liberation of the Town of
Houffalize (Belgium) on 16 January 1993,

"We would also like to announce the commemaration
of the 50th anniversary that will take place on the 3rd
weekend of September 1994, (Note the date!) You'll
receive the program before March 1993,

"We are looking forward to seeing you in Houffalize."

If you are interested in attending, please print your name
and address and mail it to: Committee HOUFFALIZE
BREMFEMBERS; ¢/o Madeleine Gourdange; Rue du Font 12;
G660 Houllalize, Belgium,

If, in order w succeed in an enterprise, 1 were obliged o
choose between fifly decr commanded by a lion, and ity lions
commanded by a deer, | should consider mysell more certain of
success with the first group than with the second.

SAINT VINCENT DE PALUL

Kilroy Say’s...
PAY YOUR DUES NOW!!
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Chapter News

SUSQUEHANNA CHAPTER ® Our July mecting was a
chicken barbecue held at Green Gables Pavilion in New
Milford. Guests were welcomed. We plan on another bingo
party for the Wilkes-Barre VA Hospital, All food, findings
and favors will be donated by various members of the chap-
ter. We donated the 50/50 drawing to the "Painting of Dave
Turner Portrait Fund” for the VA Hospital. George Waters
i5 taking histories with his camecorder lor posterity.
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER @ Al our June luncheon
meeling, the waitress informed us that the wine had been
provided by Mrs. Pearl Granoll so that we might toast her
brother, Robert Rosenberg, who was killed in the Battle of
the Bulge. 1 seems Mrs, Granaoflf, who lives in Dallas, was
on an inspeclion visit of the Dellona Inn, which she owns
along with other business iolerests. Upon learning we had
our monthly meetings there, she ordered the wine for our
luncheon in memory of her brother and all men who had
fallen during that battle, We were most prateful and toasted
all those who are no longer with us,

CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER ® VP Bob and
Beverley Wan Houten attended our first meeting held on
June Sth, A pood number attended, joined up and enjoyved
the maps, books, and artifacts on display. Bob talked about
VBOB's history, principles, and chapter activitics. Good
fellowship and talk abounded, Bob present-ed our charter
and assured us we would enjoy being a chapter.
CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER ® We had our annual
picnic July Tth at Willow Bay on Onondaga Lake. Our
puests were VP Bob and Beverley Van Houten, who jour-
neved from National to feast with us and answer questions,
Bob spoke of his hopes for regional meetings in order that
chapters could meet cach other more often than once a year
and talk over procedures and problems and enjoy wider
[ellowship. We were given good coverage by the news media
with TV cameras and personal experiences recorded.

Our annual dinner will be December 13th at the Sheraton

Hotel on Electronics Parkway,
DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER @ Sixtcen of our mem-
bers marched in the Memorial Day Parade in the Bridesburg
scetion of Philadelphia. We were the largest veterans group
and drew great applause along the parade route. We were
really proud of our flag and our men,

On June 17th, 46 members made our second trip to the
Military  History Institute in  Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Fresentations to Col. Thomas Sweeney for the muscum were
"Pass in Review” the history of the 106th Division, by Stan
Waojtusik; an autographed book, "A Balcony Scal in the
ETO," by its author Clyde Beers; correspondence between
chapter member Jim Clark's lather and General Patton on
their church attendance during the war; and the Histary af
the 306 Purachute Inlamiry Repgiment, 101st Airborne
Dhivision, given by George Vanderslice,  Also five personal
history questionnaires were (urned in,

We continue to work for funds for the Battle of the Bulge
Memorial that will be placed in Valley Forge Military
Academy, We had a street corner "coin toss” on June 3rd
and netted 3971 June 9th we collected 3969 from another
location. The third "coin toss" Tattenced our fund by $941.

VP Bob and Beverley Van Houten visited our meeling on
June 25. Bob talked to us about regionalizing Lo improve
better relations between chapters and answered quesiions
about National, Rear Admiral Daniel C. Richardson, USN
(Ret), Chiel of Stall at the Valley Forge Military Academy,
also spoke. Those of us plodding through the mud, snow,
and cold didn't know much about what the navy was doing,
so the Admiral's talk was very intercsting to all of us,

We have established a Century Club for those who donate
$100; their names and all donors will be noted in a Roll of
Honor. Al the Annual Mecting in Nashville, we had a table
with a model of the Monument and seld VBOB ties and
took donations and Century Club memberships.

Our anniversary dinner will be held at the "Wheel Houose"
at the Philadelphia Naval Base on December 11th,
SOUTH CAROLINA CHAPTER ® June 9th brought 33 of
our 90+ members to Fort Jackson™s MCO Club, Aflter our
luncheons, a few members give their personal experiences.

July 4th, three of us marched in the parade in Moncks
Corner.  QOur flag and the D-Day {lag received much
applause along the parade route.

Rufis Lewis spoke to us about differences between armaor-
ed units and others, i.e., caps were worn on the left side of
the head, jeeps were called "Peeps”, top batton of the wility
uniform was always buttoned and heads were held high when
saluting and the 2nd Armored Division was the only division
authorized to wear their pateh over the breast pocket.

Seplember 8th, we elected new olficers. Tom Smellzer will
head the board as president,

TRI-STATE CHAPTER ® W mel on September 3rd al
Libby's Kestaurant in Keene, New Hampshire, VP-Elecl
Stan Waojtusik and VP Bob Van Houten, and their wives,
joined 51 members for a lunch/business mecting. We are
happy to report 73 members on our list, Bob updated us on
MNational and urged us to get incorporated. Stan reported
the activities of his Delaware Valley Chapter. Twao new
members were introduced. John MeAuliffe, who belongs to
our chapter and is president of Central Massachusetts
Chapter offered to represent us at Nashville Annual Meeting
il no one else goes. We voted to give him $200 toward his
expenses. Bernadette Chevrette is doing a superh job of
making a scrapbook of our chapter and members’ history,

GEN, GED, 8. PATTON, JR. CHAPTER. & QOur regular
monthly meetings have been changed to the third Monday of
cach month, 1o be held in the Pioncer Cafeteria in the
Eastwood Mall, Birmingham, at 11:30 am. We are proud (o
announce that we have 150 members. We have the cooper-
ation ol radio and TV stations in announcing our meelings.

In March, former Capt. Henry Gabeil told of some of his
exploits with a First Army Military Intelligence Interrogation
Team in France and Belgium. In April, Gary Seale, retired
U5, Marshal, talked of his work with the investigation of the
assassinalion ol Pres, Kennedy, April’s speaker was Col.
Sharp from Maxwell Air Foree Base in Montgomery., He
pave a most interesting talk on his dutics as a group
commander of A-10 aireraft during Desert Storm,

May 20th, we met at Maowell Air Force Base as guest of
the base commander for lunch at the Oflicers’ Club, After
a presentation by one of the school instructors, we enjoved
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a bus tour of the base. The meeling was held in Mont-
gomery that south Alabama members could attend. While
there, some of us were interviewed and photographed by
local media and base information and publicity personnel.

June found Leonard Goll, member, telling us his exper-
iences as a tank commander with the 3rd Armored Division.
Golf was awarded 17 medals during his service. June 20th
we were privileged to hear Dr. James F. Tent, Professor of
History and University Scholar at the University of Alabama,
speak on "Pay Back for Slapton Sands." That was the tragic
incident of German torpedo boats sinking many of the land-
ing craflt assembled off the coast of England at Slapton
Sands for training exercises for the Mormandy invasion. The
British later caught the German crafts assembled at Le
Havre and virtually destroyed the entire flotilla.

We now have a special VBOB auto license plate and we

are making plans to erect 2 monument in Liberty Park,
Birmingham. We hope Lo place the name of Alabama parti-
cipants on the monument,
GREAT LAKES CHAPTER @ Eighty-five veterans and wives
met August 13 in Henes Park, Menominee, Michigan, to en-
joy our first Annual Pienic and meeting. Al least a dozen
units were represented, some men traveling over 200 miles.
Twao sailors even floated in. Some of the men hadn't seen
¢ach other since their units broke up, unaware they lived in
reach of cach other, Some fellows brought old pictures and
a large Nazi flag "liberated” from around Rocherath was
displayed.  We had 26 buddiecs who signed up for our
chapter that day, which brings our membership up to 46,

We arc making plans for a dinner meeting on February 13,

1963, in Menominee, Michigan in the Menomines VFW.
NEW JERSEY CHAPTER ® We are trying to form a
membership drive to bring our numbers up. We have 635
members and meet Tour times a vear, the next being
December 12th at the Nutley Amvets Post 30 Civic Center,
184 Park Avenue.
GOLDEN GATE CHAPTER # Life member Al Kitts came
all the way from Tempe, Arizona, to atlend our June 20th
meeting, along with 53 other members. We have a total of
81 members, After lunch, our speaker was Peter Macalka.
He was born in Frankfurt, Germany, drafted into the
German Army at the age of 14, and assigned to an anti-tank
unit. He deseribed the horrors of war from the German
civilian  perspective, experiencing the pounding the
Americans gave the cities. Mr. Macalka deserted the army
and crossed over to the allies and was subsequently adopted
by Gen. Patton's 3rd Army. He obtained a cngincering
degree in Vienna, immigrated in 1954, and became an
American citizen,

Col. Tom Gillis was presented with the Belgium Croix De
Guerre medal by the Belgium people and the 2nd Division
Shoulder Patch lor his participation in the campaign.

September 19th, we met at the Hilton Hotel in Concord.
Tom Gillis was the speaker, telling about the vital part his
division (4th Armdd CCR (X0)) played during the Battle of
the Bulge.

The Chapter's newsletter editor is disappointed in the lack
of exchange newsletters from other chapters, He feels every
chapter can benefit from the ideas of other chapters.

NORTHERN WISCONSIN CHAPTER ® We participated
in the Labor Day parade in Wausau with a tractor and
trailer for those who couldn’t walk. Our regular meeting
was held September 17th at the VEW.

We had our annual Christmas dinner on October 11th in
order to beat the snow and allow everyone a better chance
to join us. We numbered 720 VP Bob Van Houlen and his
wife, Beverley, joined us by flying directly from the Reunion
in Mashville. We had a delicious dinner provided by the
Wausau VFW Post. Bob spoke to us, giving us the report of
the actions taken al the Annual Meeting. Beverley was
asked to speak, so she chose to tell of the interesting letters
and problems that she has encountered as Corresponding
Secretary for National. Both expressed their pleasure in
attending our dinner and meeting with the members of the
first chapter of VBOB. We presented them with a
{Christmas) present of Wisconsin goodics,

Our annual wreath laying ceremonies will be December 12

at the Wausau World War Il Monument, The VFW Color
and Honor Guard will accompany us. We will return for
warm-up refreshments to the VFW provided by the Brainard
and the Hayden Funeral Homes, who also furnished the
wreath,
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ® We had an excellent meeling
on July 25th at the Gocebel Senior Center in Thousand Craks.
Because of wide coverage in the media, we drew in a goad
number of new people, some of whom signed up as
members. Our speaker was Yvonne Files, who enthralled us
with harrowing tales of her work in the Belgian Resistance.
She has written a book about her work and autographed
them for the members who bought it

President Godfrey Harris visited Virginia in August and
met with Bob Van Houten to talk about VBOB busincss,
FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT ® I'm happy to rcport
another possible chapter coming along. William Gaynor in
Rhode Island had signed up the required five members
needed to request a charter and had a meeting, with all
Rhode Island members invited, on October 31, As of this
writing, I have not heard the results, but expect good things
beeause of the enthusiasm shown by Bill.

We had a good start on a chapter in Bangor, Maine, but
before the first meeting Donald Dore unfortunately had a
heart attack. We wish him a speedy recovery and return o
good health,

This will be my last column. Gen. MacArthur said old
soldiers never die, but just fade away, 1 don't plan on fading
away, but rather keeping in touch with all the good fricnds
we have made.

I wish to thank all chapters for their interest and
cooperation, Beverley and I have loved every minute of the
time spent working with and for you, We can’t begin to
express the joy we have known in visiting you and gelling to
know you all. You are doing a great job and I wish you all
continued success. [ know I'm leaving you in good hands
with Stan Waojtusik. He certainly can understand the
problems you may experience and should have some
solutions. The best of luck to all of you wonderful battlers.

Robert Van Houten
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DECEASED
YBOB MEMBERS
September 1, 1991 to October 1, 1992

The following comrades who have passed away, as
reported to VBOB, were remembered at the
I1Iih Annuaf Reunion in ceremorties at the
Afrport Marrioti Hotel on October 9, 1992,

i Navinalle, Tennessee

WILLIAM BABIK, Feorse, Michigan, 106 INF 423 INF C

JOHN T. BAKER, Athens, Georgia, 4 INFI 22 INF

CARY A, BARFORD, JR., St Cloud, Florida, 9 AIR DEFENSE CMD
ALBERT L. BARNLES, Bessemer, Alabama, Y80 SIGNL §VC CO

NEAL BATTERMAN, Broadwatzr, MNebraska, 9 ARMDD 3 AFA DN C
MORERIS BEERSON, Swathmore, Pennsylvania, 2 INFT 9 INF G
GEORGE M. BELLARE, Coeur IV'Alene, Idaho, 28 INFD 28 SIG CO
PETER A. BENESTELLL Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 10 ARMDE 420 AFA
BN

LEMUEL G. BEMJAMIN, JE., Darlington, South Caroling, 86 CHEM
MTRE BN

ALBERT W. BIESTER, Ridley Park, Pennsylvania, 13 POSTAL REG SEC
FRANK J. BOGATAY, Belleville, MNew Jersey, 99 INFD 393 INF E
LUTHER 1. BOSSLER, Havertown, Peansylvania, 10 ARMDID 61 AIB B
FRED BRADBERRU, Dedham, Massachusenls, 150 ENGE CMBT BN
DON BRADSHAW, Highland, Indiana, 35 INFID 320 INF [ BN HO
IPESTAING In BUCKLIN, Sun City, Arizona, 9 ARMDI 2 TK BN A
IRVING CHENEY, Port Huron, Michigan, 3 CAV MECH S0 3 ARMY
ROBERT J. COHOLAN, Southbury, Connecticut, 70 INFI» 417 INF H
CLAUDE A. DEARING, Martinsburg, West Vieginia, 78 INFI3 310 INF C
LEONARD DENBOER, Ellenton, Florida, 8T INFI» 347 INF 2 BN H
JOHS 1 DI GIANTOMASO, Malden, Massachusetis, 110 AAA B BTRY
LUMWICG D. ECK, Johnstown, Peansylvania, 1539 ENGR CMIET BN
HAROLD G. ERO, Tucson, Arzona, 3 ARMDI) 3 AFA BN MED
PAUL L. FOWLER, Haringen, Texas, 3 ARMDD 360 AR HO)

FRANK P. GALLAGHER, Scranton, Pennsylvama, 709 MP BN
ALEXANDER CEDDES, Cheektowaga, New York, 565 AdA AW BN C
BTRY

ROBERT C. GENZ, Loves Park, Ninois, 50 SIGNL BN A

LEGOXNARD L. GERRITS, Appleton, Wiscensin, 86 CHEM MTE BN
JOHN GLICK, MNewark, Delaware, 3 ARMDD 36 AFR

CLAYTON J. GOULD, Bangor, Maine, 160 INFT, 424 INF

FRANCIS GREENFIELD, Moscow, Pennsylvania, 80 INFL, 315 FA BN
HO

JOHN GRIMBALL, Columbia, South Carolina, 8 ARMDD 14 TK BN A
WALLACE A, GUNDERSON, Aniwa, Wisconsin, 553 RAILHEAD CO
HAROLD 1. HARTLEY, Alhuquerque, New Mexico, 30 [INFI} 332 AAA
AW BN M

RALPH HIGGING, Birmingham, Alabama, 12 ARMY CORPS 841 QRN
DEPOGT

WILLIAM H. HALLOWELL, Travares, Florida, 5 INFD 10 INF A
GWILYM C. JONES, Wesl Chester, Pennsylvania, 200 FA BN CO B
ROBERT I, JONES, SR, Mount Pleasant, Seuth Caroling, 17 ABND 19
GLDR INFF

ROY JONES, Greenficld, Missourd, 3 ARMDD 33 ARMD REGT COE
CHARLES E, KELLER, Mcsa, Arizona, M0 INFD 773 TD BN HO

ROY FRANKLIN KING, Carlton, Georgia, 36 AaA BTRY C
LAURIER J. LECLERC, Berlin, Mew Hampshire, 75 INTT) 200 INF G
JOHN 1 LOUGHLIN, Rutherford, MNew Jersey, 106 INFD 424 INF
JOSEPH €. MAJEWSKI, Eatcmown, MNew Jersey, 217 AAA BN B ETRY
EUGENE F. MALICKI, Sam [DMmas, California, Unassigned A8 ARTY
MARCEL A. MARROTTE, E. Swanzey, New Hampshire, 476 AMB CO
IRD ARMY

ANTONIO E. MAZLEQ, Fresno, California, 2 ARMDD 41 AIR H
THOMAS J. MeCULLOUGH, Philadelphia, Pennsybvania, § INFD 2 INF
B

WILLIAM R McMASTER, Glendora, New Jersey, 9 ARMDID 27 AB B
HENRY B. MEAD, Bruce, Wisconsin, T ARMDD 31 TK BN B

FRAMK A, MEIER, Cak Forest, Illinois, 26 INFD 328 INF F
THEODORE E. MILLER, Dearbarn, Michigan, 87 INFIX 787 ORD
BRAME P. MORRISON, Wilsen, Nerth Caroling, 2 INFD 38 INT G
HARGLD MULLINS, Valley Stalion, Kentucky, 11 ARMDD 1 CAY
RECON 30 I

CHARLES J. MYERS, Baltimore, Maryland, 70 TANE BN

ALBERT HENEY NIEBER. Sun City, Arizona, 168 ENGR CMBT BN C
RICHARD BARNES OHME, Birmingham, Alabama, 159 ENGR CMET
BN

DWIGHT P. PETERSEN, New 1aven, Connecticut, 102 INTD, 405 INE
BERNARD A. PETOSE, SR., Somerscet, Mew Jemsey, 9 ARMDD 482 AAA
AW BN B

WILLIAM E. PRICE, Orangeburp. South Carolina, 517 PRCHT INT
REGT

WILLIAM W, RANDALL. Royersford, Pennsyivania, 106 INFD 106
RECON TRFP

HENRY F. RAK, LaGrange, linois, 76 INF 417 INF HC

EDWARD RAPP, Sun City West, Arizona, 4 ARMDI 35 TK BN [
JAMES A. REED, Byrnedale, Pennsybvania, 8 INFD 12 ENGR CMITT BN
HGQ

CHARLES A. RENSON, Wainscott, Mew York, 291 ENGR CMBT BN
FREDERICK J. REX, JE., Morth Reading, Massachuscus, 78 INFD 347
INF3BN M

MAURICE A. RICHARD, Dewver, New Hampshire, 2 INF[ 23 INF
RAPHAEL A. ROSSETTI, Wilmington, Delaware, 4 INFLI A

JAMES RYCIHLY, Los Angeles, California, 358 INF C

ALVIN A. SARETSKE, Tacama, Washington, ¥ FIELD HIOSP
STANLEY N. SISLO, Jessup, Penngylvania, 9 ARMDI} 14 TK BN 5VC
BURTOM E. SMITH, Whemon, Maryland, 80 INFT? 317 INF MED DET
WILLIAM R. SMITH, Greeaville, Ohin, 87 INFD 345 INF C

CYRIL J. SPAIN, Bradenton, Florida, 36 ARMDD REGT D

JAMES STAGGS, 5t Petensbury, Florida, 687 FA BN HOQ BTRY
GEORGE STANCHAK, Clilton, New Jerscy, 980 FA BN B

S0DOY T. STEIGERWALD, Bemyille, Pennsylvania, 78 INFI 309 INF 11
MILTON STILL, Maple Shade, New Jersey, W2 TK BN C&D

JOSEPH G. STOUT, Allentown, Pennsybvania, 94 INFI QM

FRANK STURER, Akmn, Ohio, 105 INFI F10Q

ROBERT COOLEDGE TAYLOR, Pink Hill, North Carolina, T4 INTD 239
INF B

EARL D). TERRY, Fairficld, Texas, W0 INFD 357 INF L

ROBERT E. THOMPSON, Bradenton, Flarida, 333 INFD L
JOSEPH A. TOCE, Mantua, Mew Jerscy, 106 INFID 591 FA BN
CHARLES E. TRAUT, Ciacinnati, Ohio, 2 ARMDD 2 AR MAINT B
BILLIE J. VARDEN, Calera, Alabama, 1 INFD 16 INF 3 BN K
RICHARD N. WAGMAN, York, Pennsylvania, W0 TANE BN

HORRACE G. WARD, Rosc Hill, North Carolina, 58 APA BN
WILLIAM WATERS, Tucson, Arizona, Unit not availabrle

GENE A. WENTLAND, Montebello, California, 2 ARMIID FO
WALLACE A. WHITTEMORE, Livermore Palls, Maine, 10 ARMDD 61
AIB HO

YICTOR WOJFTOWICE, Ircspeville, Pennsylvania, Unit not available
STANLEY WOLOVICH, Murrysville, Fennsylvania, 9TIT ARMY
ALFRED YANKOW, Sandy Springs, Georgia, 238 ENGR CMBT BN
FREDERICK G. YOUNG, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 28 INFD 112 INIF B
YERLIN D. YOUNG, Goodland, Kansas, 35 INFI2 35 QM CO

Msgr. William O'Donnell, VBOB Chaplain, offered the
following prayer: "With the passape of the years our
numbers decrease. Bul they have been recorded to you, the
God who created them, We are confident they have been
received with the accolade *Well done my faithful servant’
and that they have reached the eternal peace promised to
the just. Amen."

Chaplain William W. Owen, of Brentwood, Tennessee, also
offered prayers for those Battle of the Bulge veterans who
have passed away. Chaplain Owen has served as chaplain
for various posts throughout the State of Tennessee.
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BELGIANS WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER

CENTER FOR RESEARCH AND

What is C.R.I.B.A.:

From:

Fermand ALBERT
Founder & Past President
Rue Duvivier, 19 1. $HH)
LIEGE, Belgium

Present Presidend
Amdre® HITRERT
Hue duo Centre 29
B. 6670 LANGLIRE, Belgivm

) 0.0

“There is one thing you
dare not forget and that you
must keep eternally
engraved in your heart, It is
the memory of those men
who came from far away,
from overseas and clung to
the ground, fighting one
against ten, falling down
under bombing and shelling
for the name of LIBERTY.

And when you will pass
before a military cemetery,
when you will see the little
white crosses adorning the
tombs of the soldiers of
Baugnez, of Steumont, of
Rochefort and of so many
little villages of the
Ardennes, from the depths
of your heart cry to them...

THANK YOU’:

Andre’ Defer
Belgian Writer

THE BULGE BUGLE

This non-profit, non-political and non-
philosophical association was born in 1980,
Why has it been fommed?

We remember the famous words: *‘'Give
victories o the people and they will not care
ahout those who gained them™, That is the
reason why we have thooght it would be
right that people who want (o remember those
events gel together and spend a part of their
ime searching estimonies and documents o
complete what was already smid/or wrillen on
this awflul chapter in the Ardennes history.

Young people who didn™t know the war
must leam that, sometimes in your life, we
have to assume a responsibility even though
it is not our problem: that has been what
thousands of young Americans have done
because they have been aware that the world
s nol made of individualism, We want also
to remind the sufferings of the civilians who
were suddenly involved in the hell of the
batile.

What are our aims?

1) To associate all those who are mterested
in the events of the winter 1944-1945,
Luckily, C.R.LB.A, is not an organization of
retired men; as a matter of fact 30 w 40% of
our members are people who were nol born
at that time. They are taking a large parl in
the activities and we believe that it 15 a twoken
of long life.

2} To establish a detailed documentation on
the Baule of the Bulge.

3) To inform our fellow-citizens and perpet-
vate the memory ol the sacrifices of the
soldiers and the civilians.

4) To preserve historical data and sites.

5) To be on [Hendly tenns with American
Veterans,

Practically, what are we doing?

1) We have a monthly meeting in Liege,
Belgium in which every member can take
part. We put together the resolts of our
researches and our activities. There is
often a lecture and a debate on a suhject
about the battle.

2} We publish a quarterly publication
which includes episodes of the battle,
reports of our activitics, ceremonics and
meetings, interviews of soldiers and civil-
ians and criticisms of books or doco-
ments.
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1) We organize photos, books, and docu-
ments exhibitions.

4) We take part (o all the ceremonics
reminding the Ardennes’ campaign bul cspe-
cially to the ceremonies of the Memorial Day
in Belgiom which take place in the American
Military Cemeteries of Neuvilleen-Condroz
and Henri-Chapelle but also in Baugne:,

Finally, one of our most imporiant activi-
ties is the welcome of American Velerans
who come back to the battleficlds, We help
them to find the places where they have lived
days which are indelibly eyched in their
memories. We help them locate villages,
houses, crossroads and people. OF course, a
travel agency can nol satisfy your personal
wishes but we in CR.LB.A, want to do that,
Somelimes we accompany groups and try Lo
show them places of particular interest. Very
often, we drive Velerans by small groups or
individually to the specific places they want
10 visit apain, places where they left a part of
their heart,

And now, what are our auns for the next
years? We hope to develop more and more
contacts with Veterans and welcome them,
Dear friends, if you come some day o our
Belgian Ardennes, alone or by groups, letus
know the ime of your visil and you can be
sure that we will find members of the
C.RLB.A. who will be happy Lo drive you to
the places of high interest for you,

There is another ambition we have, We
would like (o give to every participant of the
battle the part of glory that he deserves.

In fact, when it is spoken about the Hatile
of the Bulge, people immediately think of
Bastogne because they remember the
*Wots"' remark of General Mac Auliffe and
the fantastic ride of one of the greatest
soldicrs of all dmes, General Patton,

For us, Bastogne is a very important
chapler of history and we have a great
admiration for the sacrifices of the tighting
men and of the civilians in Bastogne. But we
can not forget that the Battle of the Bulge
was also the the battle of Saint-Vith,
Flsenborn, Manhay La-Gleize, Celles and
many other villages where small groups of
couragenns men have fought against the
German Armies. We don’t forget that the
Battle of the Bulge was the battde of more
than half a million men, We will that the
lights of glory also shine for them and we
believe that our people will never, never
forget them.
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MEMBERS SPEAK OUT

Douglas E. Goodfriend writes to see il anyone remembers his father,
ARNOLID IRWIN GOODFRIEND, 87TH INFANTRY DIVISION, Armeld
passed away while Douglas was siill quite young and wias never able 1o priass
alang information regarding his service with the 8Tth,  fDouglas doesa 't
krow &, bur the Golden Acrons are o very active group, and surely someone
will remeember aind be able to il ki in,] Douglas® addeess is: Rural Roule
#1, Box 293, Purdys, New York 10578,

Betey writes oq behall of her husband, EUGENE JOHN MAY, %TH
ARMORED DIVISION, 60TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION.
Eugene would like 1o hear from anyone from his old cutfit. Betty says he
often talks about his old [rends ARVID EARL HARRIS (from Morth
Carolina) and WILLIAM "BILL" PATTON (from West Virginia).

Berha Carter is seeking information from anyone who may have known
her Tather, JAMES FRANK FLING, 26 TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 328TH
INFANTRY. If you can help write to her 3626 - 155th Strect, West,
Rosemount, Minnesota 55068,

Terry Johnson is looking for anyone who remembers ERNEST O,
JOIINSON, 90TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 338TH INFANTRY. Wrile 1o
Terry at: PO, Box 1346, Hawthorne, Mevada 80415,

FRANK I. KUHN, JR., 327TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION, would
like ta hear from men who were in his platoon in the Bulpe where they
wiere laying mines when the atlack came. Ife also remembers that the
truck with Christmas presents was captured, do you? He would also like
10 hear from someone who was with VII CORPS, FIRST U5, ARMY, whao
received a pamphlet entitled Mission Accompfished ot the end of the »ar.
Write to Frank: Plentiful Creek Farm, 14101 Sullivan Road, Spotsybvania,
Virginia 22553

Welda Jackson would like to hear from anyone who might remember
DELBERT E. MELTON, 35TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 137TH INFANTRY.
Write to Velda at: 4703 Balboa Drive, Wichita Falls, Texas 76310,

EDWARD R. CRAVEN, T0TH RAILWAY OPERATION BATTALION,
recently wrote to see who remembers the mole that the mailroads played in
the Battle of the Bulge, He stales that he lost a train o German plancs
aa he wag poing to Herbesthal, Belgium, to hall supply owl. When the rails
were repaired they went to Aachen to pull out an engineering company
working on a bridge as the Germans were getling (oo close. The trains
also pulled hospital traing ta and from front lines. 1 you have information
on the functions of railroads, drop us a line.

lean Sark has written to see if anyone remembers her hushand LESLIE R
SARK, 8TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 318TH MEDICAL DETACHMENT.
Worite to Jean at: 2125 Choctimar Trail, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46808-1838,

sandra K. Willey Cales writes 1o see if anyone can provide information
regarding her father LEROY WILEY, 101ST AIRBORNE. LeRoy was
kalted during the Batle of the Bolge--Sandra was only nine months obd.
IF you have information, please write 1o Sandra: 274 Main Street, Hinton,
West Virginia 25951,

B KEITH OSTRUM, 857TH CHEMICAL MORTAR BATTALION will send
you @ photostatic copy of a picture taken of COMPANY "D, if you will
help him ideatify the persons therein. The photo was probably taken at
Camp (not Fort} Ruckee, Alabama, He has some of them identified and
will provide you with those names. (fan you help? Write to Keith at; 2931
Burton Avenue, Ere, Pennsylvania 165041443,

Lois A. Green would like (o know if there 15 any permancnt monument for
the METH INFANTRY in Belgium or Luxembourg.  Her brother
CHARLES N. JONAS [correct spelling] was killed in the Batile of the

Bulge and buried in France. Contact Lois at: 5215 Nartheast 89th Avenue,
Portland, Qregon 97220,

JAMES SNYDER, B20TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, B
COMPANY, would like 10 hear from anyone from his oid outfit, He would
also like to purchase a patch of the panther crushing the tank, If you can
help him, write to him:  1023E Pioncer Drive #1320, Irving, Texas 75061

CATHERINE KREMER has written wo obtain a membership application,
citing the following as her reason: "1 was born in the Country of
Luxembourg in the Town of Weisnunyrach(?). [went with my mother and
my youngest sister through that whole Battle of the Bulge and 1 can't iell
vou how happy we were when we saw the American soldiers for the second
time. We saw them first in September and you can not imagine the
happiness that came with them and it did not last long. The Germany
Army was right back. We were wondering if we [would] ever sce them
back, We almost gave up. And [we were] so happy when we saw the
American soldiers again” Catherine now lives in Calumet City, Illinais.

JOHN E. MeAULIFFE, President of the Central Massachuseus Chapter,
writes 10 thank us for the mention of his chapter in the August Bugle. He
writes: "A Rhode Island member saw it and weote me, with the desire ta
join ws.  His enthusiasm was overwhelming, and (hrovgh fuether
correspondence, | induced him to accept the presidency of the Rhode
Island Chapier. Isn't thar great™ [fHe're hapow o be of help.f

KENNETH E. FOGLE, 746 TANK BATTALION, COMPANIES D AND I,
writés 1o gay that he spends howrs powring over his new Membership
Dhrectory, However, he wants 1o know il there is anybody clse who was in
the Bold from his outfit. Write to him: 418 Logan Street, Frederick,
Maryland 21701-6339,

James R. Btters would like to contact anyone who remembers his brother--
JOHN BOYD ETTERS (aka J. Boyd Etters or John 3. Elters), who was
witlh 3RD ARMY, WTH ARMORED INFANTRY DIVISION, 20TH
ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION, HEADQUARTERS COMPANY.
Write to James at: 623 Highland Drive, Perkasic, Pennsylvania 18%44-
1521,

JOHN 8 WENZEL, 2005T GENERAL HOSPITAL, would like to her from
anyone in his old outfit. Write to John st 33 [luphes Avenue, Rve, New
York 10580-1221,

ENRIQUE E. (CHIC(Y SANCHEZ, 4TH ARMORED IMVISION, 8TH
TANK BATTALION, COMPANY A, would like to hear from someone in
his group. Write to him at: P.O. Box 262, Orzona, Texas  To043-0262,

Virginia Kinkade would like to hear from anyone who remeombers
KENNETH D BOWERS, 7TH ARMORED DIVISION, 38TH INFANTRY
BATTALION. He was killed in action on Diecember 19, 1944, Wiite to
Virginia at: 678 Woodcrest, Myrtle, Creek, Oregon 97457,

Don and Connie MeCray write to see if anyone remembers EDWARD
PINNEKE, 1015T AIRBORNE DIVISION, wha was killed in action January
13, 1943, He was [rom Madison, Wisconsin, Write 10 them at: 5118 Open
Wood Way, Madison, Wisconsin 53714,

Press deadlines prevented identifying those pictured on the right-hand side
of the page devoted to the I6ETH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
Memarial dedication. Those BoBers are left to right: Louis Bowchard,
Lester Dornstein, James Hill, Joseph Sheehan, Dan Haver, Ralph D°Elia,
[¥ick Lewis, Bill Holland, Bill Porter, Joe Canavan, John Fleckenstein,
Charles Willette, Dean Jewett and Willian Nunpgesser. The monumeant
rcads that the Battalion received “the Distinguished Unit Citation from (he
United Siates Government and also the Croix de Guerre Award fram the
Belgian Government.” Funds for the monument were raised by former
members of the 168th, their fnends and associates—no govermment funds
were involved, Thanks to DEAN JEWETT for the information.
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MEMBERS SPEAK ouT (Continued from Page 12}
WILLARD H. FLUCK, B4TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 333 INFANTRY, 2ND
BATTALION, HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, writes to agk the following
"In your ‘Pig Killer Sepp Dietrich’ article ([The Bulge Hugle, May, 1995
edirion], there is a Frite Kracmer mentioned, The 84th had a German-
English speaking Fritz Kraemer also (who was Henry Kissinger's menior).
Dy some odd chance, could they be the same person??? 1 would be
interested 1o know." Do you know? Write o Willard at: 401 North
Ambler Street, Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951, Let us know if you learn
anything, Willand,

ARNOLD 1. EWOLDT, 340TH ORDINANCE BASE, AUTOMOTIVE
REEUILT COMPANY writes Lo say that ".in November of 1944 the Sth
LS, Army had 500 trucks 'dead lined” for lack of exhaust manifolds. [ was
lpaned 1o 3038TH ORDINANCE COMPANY ta work in the shop manking
manifolds, Thirty men were getting 50 manifolds a day. [ told the shop
officer that T knew how to make them much faster by making ‘Fixtures' 1o
drill the holes, He said [ would have to work nights 50 the colonel of (s
battalion wouldn't be likely to see me working on something that wasn't
aciual production, bt that 1 could wse the shop machines and build the
‘Fixiures’ on my own. | worked thut night and on the 2nd night I had the
Figtures' buili and the machines sel up ready to run. I showed the
pperator the procedure and he ran 50 pieces in the first hour, therehy
petting 50 an hour instead of 50 per day. The 500 trucks were in service
about 8 days sooner which 1 think had a big effect on the Batle of the
[tulge. “This happened at Dilan, France”

EDUARDC PENICHE, 1015T ATRBORNE, was honored in August of this
year by has native Yucatan in Southern Mexico for his service in the Battle
of the Bulpe. Eduardo was co-founder of the Mexican Army Parachute
School in 18,

A unidentified member sent ws the following annowncement: The National
Order of Batileficld Commissions is looking for men who were commis-
sioned on the fictd of battle while engaged with an armed enemy in WWI,
Wil Horea, or Vietpam. Contact: John O Angier, NOBC #1338, 67
Cicean [Drive, St Augustine, Florida 32084, Thone: $0H-171-7695,

NERD "CHICK" FOWLE, 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 22 INFANTRY,
IND BATTALION, COMPANY F, wishes 1o advise that his book The Men
aof the Territde Green Cross, is now available. You can order it by sending
your check payeble to Herb in the amoont of $19.95, including postage.
Michigan residents must add 68 cents sales lax. Additional charges apply
1o [orcign orders (contact Herb). Herb's addreess sz Box 3175-South
Texas Hoven, LalFeria, Texas TE35Y.

Az a result of a receni press release, we received a letter from Helen
Seannell, formerly Helen Hall, who sent good wishes for the reunion. Her
husband, THEODORE ~“TED® HALL, served in the Baule of the Bulge and
wits killed in action. If anyone remembers Ted, Helen would very much
appreciale hearing fram youw. Write 1o Helen atz 2711 C. R, 208, 5t
Aupustine, Flonda 32002

CLIFFORD "POPF BIRD, 328D CAVALRY RECONNAISANCE, reporis
that he Bas heard from same of his old buddies, but is s1ill ankious (o hear
from anyone who might know ihe whercabouts of CIHIUCK DeROSA,
KEITH BLOWERS, "ROSY" ROSENHAHN, GORDON BARTIL DANNY
RUSE, and other members of the 32¥D, Write 10 "Pop™ 102 North
Cinspel, Apt. 5, Paoli, Indiana 47454,

Flsie Griles is trying o find out any information she can about brother-in-
luw JOSEPH D, GRILES, who was killed in action in Burope on January
20, 1945, The Tamily has no Further information other than they received
the Purple Hean, If you remember Joseph please write ta Blsie al: Route
1. Box 5C, Clover, Virginia 24534,

Elmer 1 Wilson is hopeful of finding someone who knew his brother
TRACY WILSON, 127TH ARMORED DIVISION, ITTH Al Tracy was

killed in action January 17 or 18, 1945, Please write 10 Elmer atz 2017
South Ridgewood Avenue, Bdgewater, Florida 32141

Bertha Dering would like 1o hear from anyone who can verily the
wounding of her husband ALBERT J. DERING, TRAFFIC REGULATING
COMPANY, during the Baitle of the Bulge. Please contact her az P.O.
Box 10932, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17605,

Linda Jordan would like to find someone who remembers her father
GUNARO H. MONDRAGO, 17TH FIELD ARTILLERY, He was killed in
Belgium on December 16, 1944, Linda's address is: 3320 Yorkiown Road,
Bethesda, Maryland 20816,

Weber Rick would "like 1o contacl or gel information on M. ERLING
BOGGILD, who was a speaker on Radio Lusembourg during WWIL?
Please write to:  Weber Rick, 147 Val Ste Croix, 1371 Luxembourg,
Europe.

Eihel Phebus Wallace would like 1o hear from anyene who remembers her
husband JAMES DELBERT PHEBUS. She did not include his autfit but
said he was infaniry and took his training at Ft. Lewdis, Washington, and
Kansas (Fi. Riley if she remembers corcectly).  Write to her at; 1000
Adrport Road, Apt. B-8, Hunlsville, Alabama 35802,

ORLANDD J. CAFASS0, 95TH INFANTRY DIVISION, would like to
locate someone From his division, [Tecidenally, we do mot have the 950 on
aur mailing Vst of owifis, If someone has this addvess, please Iet the VROB
affice ke what it is. Tharks] Orlando’s address i 40 Whitman Strect,
Malden, Massachuseits 02148-6439,

Linda Jordan would like to hear from anyone who remembers her father
G, H. MONDRAGON, 1TH INFANTRY DIVISION 59IND} A
BATTALION, He was killed in a German prison camp halding arca shoclly
after December 16, 1944, Wrile o Linda ar 5320 Yorkiown Road,
Bethesda, Maryland 20816,

Mary E. Bobhelt would appreciate hearing from someone who remembers
her husband PETE W. BOBBETT, 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 117
INFANTRY. If you can help write to her at: 208 Coedia Streer, Potosi,
Missouei G30564

JOHN WENZEL, 2015T GENERAL HOSPITAL, would like ta hear from
any 201st personnel who might remember their stay in Verdun, Write o
him at: 33 Hughes Avenue, Rye, Mew York 10580-1221.

REIDW. McNARY, 9815T FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION, VII CORPS,
15T ARMY, writes to tell us of his love affair with *Long Toms® He sould
like to know if anybody knows where there are any in existence. e recalls
being in Costa Mesa and 1est firing these gens off the pluff overlooking the
ocean.  The people who lived in the arca hated them bul the glass
companics thoeght they were geeat (business went wp 100+9:)  He
promises us a story regarding his affair at a Iater dale. I you can help
Reid locale one of these beauties, write 1o him at: 1054 University Avenue,
Salinas, California 93901,

BRUCE E. EGGER AND LEE MacMILLAN OTTS, both of 26TH
INFANTRY DIVISION, 328 INFANTRY, ‘G’ COMPANY, have a book hot
off the presses. G Compary's War is a day-by-day record of the campaigns
in Burape as seen by two men in the same company—one an enlisted man
and the other an officer. s available from The University of Alubama
Press, Box B70380, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 354870380, Cost is 329.95, plus
$2.50 for shipping and handling {only 50 cents each for cach additional
copy). Alabama residents add 4% sales 1ax,

Please check to see
if your Dues are Due
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RESERVATION FORM
RETURN FORM BY DECEMBER 7, 1992, to:
BATTLE OF THE BULGE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 2516, Kensington, MD 20891-0818 Telephone: 301-881-0356
Please make checks payable to BoBHF GALA

Tuesday, December 15, 1992--Dinner Gala, Officers' Club, Fort Meade, MD

Name: Telephone:
Address:
Unit:
Spouse/Guest:
Mumber of Reservations; Total Cost @ $35.00 per Person

Dress: Business suit/black tie/military dress uniform {miniature metals encouraged)

Tables may be reserved for groups of 8 or 10 persons, please so request with your
Reservation Form along with the names of those who will be seated at your reserved table.
Wednesday, December 16, 1992

1100 hours Ceremonies at Tomb of Unknown Soldier and VBOB Memorial, Arlington
Number of persons attending

1200 hours Reception/Buffet, Officers’ Club, Fort Myer, VA
Number of persons attending

RESERVATION REQUEST - Return By

RATE $48.00 GROUP/COMPANY NAME . . 00 1L
Single or | yeterans of Battle of the Bulge
Double .

Date of Arrival ETA
MNama

Data of Departure
Addross _ =

Mumbaer of People
City ST Zip

Accomodations Reguested,

Telephona _

Singla Triple
Ta guarantes resorvations, ploase enclose Chech/Monoy
Order or usa your tavorite credit card Doubla Ouad =
Card Typo ___ Execufive Suile
Card Na _ Eazp Date Extra Parson
Cancolaien policy - & pm on DAY al Arrival Dato SMOKING OH NON-SMOKING?
MAIL TO:

Comlan Suitas Laural Lakes, 14402 Laurel Place, Laurel, MO 20707
{301) 206-2600
THE BULGE BUCLE December 1992
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Battle of the Bulge

Library to house World War |

By Christine B, Laurich

I w ceremony a1 the Museum Oct. 6,
members of the Banle of the Bulge
Foundation were on-hand e see the
officiad dedication of space for the
“Banle of the Bulge Memonal Con-
ference Hoom. ™

Murked by the presence of those who
fought and served 0 the pivoral World
War I1 battle, Garmsen Commander
Col. Eemt D, Menser and toendanon
Prestdant William Greenville, signed o
document which will preserve the s
lore of the barle here

[he conteresne moom, o e buill in 4
space ar she curment Post Library, will
house & eollection of  perod
memurabebia, Thes will irelode o table
and <nairs which will be built from ok
from the area o wiieh the bastlz wis
loihi

The desinn for ihe tahle and chitirs
wis done and presented  a the cer-
emony by artist Tedd Determan: the
reom desten will e done by Hary
Wilker, I & P Exhibas, Inc.; Gaspier
Meables, Stavelon Belmom will s
vk promn the Ardennes anea e bubd the

fable and chairs: and members of the
Sth Belgian Fusiliers and meored L1,
Cil. Roger Hardy will be in charpe of
transparting the items back o the Uni-
ed Staes

""We hope o hive things in place by
V-E |‘q."i|_'h:rr1.' m F.url.l;u:l D:l!.-‘.. 1954 "
sind Greenville.

The design of the table aml chairs
and the transporiation of twese ems ane
gifts o the Toundaticn.

The purpese of the conference foom,
according o Dorothy Davis, esccutive
oiliver of the foundanon. is o pay
homage o the mone than 600 KK)
Amencans  who  parcipated o the
hattle Dec. 1o, 1944 o Jan, 25, 1945
in the Ardennes awea of Belginm and
Lasembourg

“Our job s 1o preserve the mlitry s
fustary,"”” smd Col. Tom Sweeney. di-
rectas, LLE. Army Instiute of Mililery
History, ““1t is harcer to preserve the
memaries and hemage when the evem
wits on forcign soul. like this one. This
lcanfererce  fooml enables ws W e
knowledze our kistory for fuluge gencr-
ations 0 see here on LS. sml'”

| room

=& SyLcE WiSTORIEAL FOUNDATITR
cenonTION 07 THE DORCRS
il

; A1 me!ﬁﬂum-s 500 FUND
Pitrunts (387-DCTUBER UL

Photo by Chiistine Leurch

Monaignor William O'Oonnell and Joseph Zlmmer, formaerly of the 87th
Intantry Dlvision during the Battle of the Bulge, search for names of
fellow soldiers on a plague commemorating the batile al the Musaum.
The two wera al the Museum for the dedication of the “Batile af ihe
Bulge Conference Room.”

THE INCOMING

PRESIDENT’S PLATFORM
Thanks for your conlidence in clecting me president. |1
accepl the challenge as incoming president and request your
help to provide the leadership you need.
Some of the principal problems which must be addressed
during the coming year include:
Transfer of dutics to officers who have not served
VBOB in any leadership capacity before,
Duties and responsibilities of officers and committecs
should be better delined and a procedures manual

developed.
Executive
immediately.)

Council

{My ideas shall be presented to the
and

Chapler  Presidents

The Bylaws should be reviewed and updated.
Establish an additional office to act as day-to-day

coordinator,

Communication between headquarters, chapters and
members must be improved.

Chaplers musl be more active,

The region concept should be implemented, oflicers
selected and procedures developed.

We need Associate members 1o carry on the history
and activities of VBOB. The most fertile sources are
children, grandchildren, other family members and

[riends.

I ask cach member to join with me in successful attainment

ol the forgoing,

Bill Hemphill,
President-elect

Dean Fravel, Presidenr of the Narthera Virginia Chapler,
recently came across this verse while conversing with a
refative of a nirse who served aboard the US.S. Cowifart. This
verse was written by a parient gbeard the USS Conifort in
WWIT and given to a nurse aboard the ship. It pays trilwte lo
those nurses and other medical personnel, who served during
thase difficult times. We can all appreciate low much they dicd
anel this poem says i in a manner we all undersiand, whether
we were wounded or were fortunate enangli to escape that fate,

TO THE PERSONNEL OF THE LS5 COMIFORT

The saga of saving lives is this,

A story of merey, a heaven of bliss,

To war-weary men, wounded and iorn,

Weaving the scars of the battle, they've bome.

A salute 1o the nurses and medical men,

Who rescue torn bodies from death's dingy den.

A salute fo the girls of the cross crimson red,

And the comfort they bring with a word gaily said,
The corpsmen, God bless 'm, who do all the work,

A fine bunch of lads, be they ward-bay or clerk.

Mo thanks can we give, no praise bestow,

That will tcll how our hearls feel, but we want you fto
know,

That we truly are grateful, for your kind words and deeds,
You'll be with vs in mem'ry, where ever life leads.

{Signed) A Paticnl
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Living
Legends

emorable

Bulge Incidents

UNEDITED AND
HERETOFORE UNPUBLISHED

Accounts of events and experiences in the Battle of the
Bulge as recalled and expressed by velerans of the
greatest battle ever fought by the U.S. Army in the
greatest war ever fought are of much historical
significance. These “close-up” combatant accounts
are a complement to the study of strategy and logistics
and are a legacy of an important battle and victory in
the U.5. military annals,

These are priceless first-person recollections by
living legends in what General Dwight D. Eisenhower
foresaw as our greatest victory and Prime Minister
Winsten Churchill, in speaking before the House of
Commons, characterized as an ever-famous Ameri-
can Victory.

TAC SIGNALLER HURT BY BUZZ BOMB

December 1944
Orville "Ivy" Iverson
Oth Tactical Air Command
026 Signal Section
Woodside, California

On December 23, 1 can remember one of the war
correspondents eame back to the school where we stayed.
We had just gotten off duty so it must have been about 5:00
p.m, 1 can remember it was almost dark and we could see
many military vehicles on the move, The 7ih Armored
Division had passed through Verviers going toward the front.
However, now the wehicles were moving in the opposite
dircction, away from the front, and moving fast. MNow the
correspondent  informed ws that we would be leaving
Verviers in fast retreat. For both Roy and me this was very
hard to believe, After all we had been moving forward at a
very last pace all these past months. Well, within an hour
we were told to grab our personal belongings, load the signal
seclion truck, and leave for a new location, back 1o Liege,
Belgium, about 15 miles to the rear, In other words retreat,

The road to Liege was congested so we did not arrive until
late ot night. The weather was near freesing. Rain was
changing to snow. Just as we arrived in Liege a buze bomb
cut oul above us. We were on top of the load on the six-by-
siv truck. Woe jumped ofl the truck and crawled under the
truck in the slushy snow just as the buwr bomb exploded.
This was the night of December 23,

The telephone lines had been cut so now communication
had to be done via radio using coded international Morse
Code. My classification was high speed radio operator, even
though T had been working in oa dilferent arca, T was
required o go back to radio operating.  Although T cannol
recall being transferred T was now with the 926th Signal
Battalion, Company "A," as radio operator, The worst was
yel to come here in Licee,

The possibility for rotation back o the USA no longer
existed. T was no longer with my 9 TAC comrades,
Christmas was approaching, Our mail was no longer coming
through. There were many other prioritics. The weather

had turned cold and rain had begun to turn to snow. The
sky was heavily overcast and remained this way day after day.
Only the buzz bombs continued to come over, scemingly
cvery 15 minules. I can remember the window glass [alling
as we wilked the mile or so from our billets (a catholic girls'
school), to the radio van, We were on duly six hours then
olf six hours.

On the night of December 28 T fnished my duty at
midnight. As T walked back to our billet with the other
radio operators, [ can remember one operator especially,
Jim Monger. He sort of took me under his wing when 1 was
placed with Company "A" of the Y26th Signal Battalion to
work as radio operator. The buze bombs were dropping
very close to us as we neared our billet.  Jim decided to
sleep down in the basement so he would be resied Lo go
back on duly again in the morning. T was [eeling extremely
tirgd so I did not want 1o move my col and bedding down
into the dirty, damp basement. Ewen though the bombs
were falling very close, T crawled into my cot, pulled the
blankets over me, and I placed my jacket over my feet o
help keep them warm. Immediately I fell asleep.

The next thing 1 found my sell buried under the wooden
chalkboard that had been hanging on the wall above my
head. A buzz bomb had exploded just outside of our
window. It was dilficult to breathe, There was a strong
smell of gunpowder. My col had broken from the weightl of
the debris resting on the wooden chalkboard, 1 was able 1o
extricate mysell from the debris, As T emerged from the
debris 1 could see just less than 20 feet from me, a blue
Hame. 1 believe it was a magnesium part from the buzz
bomb. I hurried as fast as | could in the opposite direetion
over piles of debris. As I was passing through what was lefl
ol the doorway, I could see one of the GI's, 1 believe his
name was Harris. He was {ace up, buricd uwnder larpe
beams. His face was pure white in the moonlight, He did
not make any moves so 1 assumed he was dead. Later 1
found out he had survived,

[ tried o go 1o the building across the street where the
others were housed. T staggered almost all the way across
the street, but 1 collapsed by a wall. The next thing I knew
I was being carried by a very large GI into the building
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where 1 was put on a cot. 1 began regaining my senses on
the cot when Lt Staib was brought in. He was bleeding
badly [rom a large Map of skin hanging from his cheek. I got
up to give him my col and as T was going oul the door
Chaplain Brooks gave me his trousers, | only had my
summer underwear on,  Also as T got oul the door two
medies grabbed me and atempted fo pul me in their
ambulance. Howewver, just as 1 was gelting into the
ambulance, Jim Monger came along and lold me there was
a need 1o help dig out the GIs who were still buried.

The sky had cleared so the moonlight cast an eerie effect
over the demaolished building which had only minutes before
had been our dormitory where most of the GI's were
sleeping soundly. 1 walked back to where the other GI's
were still buried. Because the chaplain was very tall the legs
of his trousers lolded over the bottom of my feet, sorl of
protecting my bare feet from the cold, the broken glass, and
other sharp debris.  Snow was all around us, but the
explosion had scattered dirly debris so very little of the snow
was evident, The blood from my leg injuries had caused my
borrawed pants to stick to my feel. I was coughing up blood
and had blood trailing from my nostrils. My chest was giving
me some pain. Howewver, as 1 try to recall feeling the cold
and pain, il scems like some kind of dream [ was locked
into. 1 didn’t scem to feel the cold even though at this point
[ ooly wore my summer underwear and the chaplain's QD
pants. It was as il the pain and cold were irrelevant,

At first T came upon Sgt. Hunt. Some of the other GI's
were feverishly pulling away the bricks that covered Sgt.
Hunt with their bare hands. Apparently he died instantly
while he slept on his cot. We carried his body out of the
debris and the medics ook him away. In the meantime we
could hear the muted voices of the kitchen crew from far
under the debris. There were some timbers which left an
opening--with flashlights we could see someone’s hand. By
now more help was arriving so we took turns pulling off the
debris at a feverish rate. Alter awhile we did not hear any
sounds coming from under the debris. It was too late. No
one was alive, We found Fritz in his bunk. There was blood
oozing from his ears, but seemingly no apparent injuries that
caused his death.

My bunk had been in the same room so my [riend Jim
helped me recover some of my belongings, A wooden
chalkboard had fallen off the wall and covered me and John
Pasquale, bul my cot had broken [rom the weight of the
debris. 1 think this may have saved us, I was able to find
my British issue baltle jacket which I used to cover my leet
al night lor warmth, The inside lining was shredded from
flying debris.

I find it difficult Lo remember the next phase of this, the
night of the 28th of December, 1944, 1 must have passed
out again, at least 1 cannol remember much until | woke
when daylight arrived and found mysell on a pile of debris
in what was left of the basement of the building across the
sireed,

I puess I was not sure what [ was supposed to do at this
point. Actually 1 was supposed to be on duty at the radio

station, but it was as if I was forgotten. I walked over to the
9 TAC operations where Maj. MeCabe saw me and said,
"Tverson, it looks as if you've had a tough night, why not use
the officers’ washroom to cleanup?” I gave no explanation
for my condition, but thanked him and promptly washed my
face and washed the blood off my legs and feet.

I managed to find a cot and set it up down in the basement
of the operations building. It was a reinforced concrete
room about seven feet by five feet. The floor was covered
with aboul lour inches of water, bul 1 placed some broken
concrete slabs for stepping stones to my cot. When T slept
[ had to keep all my belongings on the cot with me. T fell
relatively safe and it was not far from the radio van. Some
of my old comrades from the 9 TAC staved there so th
helped.

We were assigned to the 29th Infantry Division for rations.
Most of the time [ would skip meals because it was a long
walk 1o their mess hall. T became wvery nervous and
sometimes when the buzz bombs would cut off above and 1
couldn't see them I would run back to my "catacomb" as we
called our living space. It was too dark in there to write
letters so T would go to the Red Cross which was located
upstairs of a nearby building. However when the buzz
bombs would fall nearby T would shake so much T could not
finish letter wriling. Then [ would retreat back to the
"catacomb" and finish lelter writing using a fashlight. There
was no heat and no place to bathe so we slept in our clothes.

One day when | was finishing my radio tour of duty, 1
noticed the GI relieving me had a very frightened look on
his face. He told me a buzz bomb had landed in the
nunnery just on the other side of a stone wall behind the
radio van, It did not explode on impact. Withaut giving him
my summary of messages | took off and ran back to my
"catacomb." Sure enough about two hours later the bomb
exploded. However beeause it had not gone off on impact
it was buried and the explosion did very little damage and no
one was hurl, Tcan remember walking with a radio operator
who [ had known in Alrica. He had been sent up from the
414th in Paris (o replace one of the radiomen lost in the
bombing. A buzz bomb cut off above us and was blocked
from view by buildings. 1 jumped down in the nearest
basement well window and tried to get him to do the same.
He looked at me as if [ were crazy. If 1 remember correetly
these buzz bombs came over every 15 minutes for about a
maonth.
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WOUNDED IN "MAD MINUTE"

December 1944
Eduardo Alberto Peniche
C Battery
81st Antitank-Antiaircraft Airborne Battalion
502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment
101st Airborne Division
Lynchburg, Virginia

The new year of 1945 was welcomed with a big bang in our
sector: it seemed that our division’s artillery and mortars had
joined every gun on the 3rd Army front in a midnight
barrage, all of them pouring high explosives toward the
German lines. By this date, the entire Bastogne area was
deep in snow that had been coming down at intervals during
the seven days of the siege.

We had left Camp Mourmelon in France at 1500 hours
Monday, December 18, 1944. In our deployment toward
Bastogne, Belgium, our AT squad ("C" Battery AT, 81st
AT/AA Airborne Battalion) was assigned to Company "D,"
2nd Battalion, 502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment. By dawn
on Tuesday, December 19th, we took defensive positions in
the outskirts of the Village of Longchamps. We emplaced
our 57mm AT gun (it was a British gun, a six-pounder) on
a knoll overlooking a valley. We were covering one of the
main roads leading into Bastogne. Our main mission was to
protect the road block on that road. We had piled all the
plows and other farm implements that we could find in the
area to set the road block, and we felt that we could defend
and hold the position against any German attack. We had
dug the gun in until the barrel was just barely above the
snow. Down in front of us was no man’s land.

On 3 January, 1945, the 502nd Parachute Infantry
Regiment was attacked in force and its MLR was overrun by
enemy armor. The action began around 1330 hours. The
cnemy armor came down the road which runs southward
from Compogne to Longchamps. In a well-planned
maneuver the German tanks, about 15 or 17 of them, fanned
out for the attack. They were being followed by infantrymen
and panzer grenadiers. It was a fierce and determined
attack against our front. As the German tanks and infantry
began to advance against our position and towards the road
block, our squad leader, Sgt. Joe O’Toole (Vincennes,
Indiana), gave us orders to engage the enemy--the enemy
fire was effectively raking our positions. The entire
Longchamps-Monaville front was under attack!

I am sure that at that moment everyone else was as scared
as I was... PFC Alfred Steen (Bronx, New York) was ready
to load the piece again as PFC Darrell Garner (Florence,
South Carolina), our gunner, was finding the range.

I quickly moved two more AT Shells to the gun position
making sure that they had AP fuse, a new type of high
velocity shell.

Several air bursts exploded between us and the road block;
our machine gunners to our right were keeping the

grenadiers from reaching the road block. As a Mark V
Tiger tank approached that point in the road, we hit it twice;
the second shot took its turret off and as the crew was
leaving the burning tank, they were riddled with machine-gun
fire--our AP ammunition was proving to be very effective AT
ordinance. Behind our position one or two armor vehicles
(either W.S. TD’s or captured German half-tracks or SP
guns, not too clear which) sporadically came up the ridge to
lob a shell or two against the attacking force. The German
88’s were proving to be accurate and devastating--shells and
bullets were spraying our emplacement. In reality, once an
AT gun is committed to battle, its position is easily spotted
and the situation becomes one of do-or-die. There are no
avenues of retreat nor room for maneuverability.

I crawled back to our ammo dump to bring more AT shells
and assisted in loading the gun.

As we destroyed a second tank, all hell broke loose around
us. We were determined to offer a heavy resistance, but the
German gunners zeroed in on our emplacement; we were
being hit with everything that the enemy could fire. It was
the hour of the mad minute. It was that terrifying moment
when all the weapons on the line seemed to explode violently
all at once. The incoming shells were so numerous that the
ground felt tremoring. Our gun took a direct hit and was
destroyed. All three of us, O’Toole, Garner, and myself
were hit by shrapnel. The battle raged on all around us, the
TD’s and our mortars were hitting the advancing German
infantry. The German tanks were not advancing but were
continuing their murderous fire. The mad minute indeed
was upon us at Longchamps and yet, our other AT squads
were joining the fire fight.

By this time, I crawled to assist O’Toole, who had been
severely wounded. He had been hit in the hip and leg. He
was bleeding profusely and looked like he was going into
shock. To mitigate the pain he had given himself a shot of
morphine. Darrell was hit in the face and shoulder. My left
leg was numb above the knee, but my knee was hurting a lot.
I looked down and saw the blood on my muddy trousers.
Voices and moans of some other men could be heard. I
remember praying both in English and Spanish. As I
crawled on the snow toward the ridge, I heard the bullets
and the shrapnel cutting the air above me, but I needed to
reach our CP just behind the knoll. We needed medical
attention.

The entire mad episode could not have lasted more than
15 or 20 minutes.

I finally reached the CP and reported what had happened
and was happening.

While the medic was tending my wound (foreign body, left
knee), I heard our artillery rounds heading toward the
advancing Germans. It was then that I realized how close I
had been to being killed in action. It was then that I
realized once again that we were heavily engaged with the
enemy. Casualties on both sides proved to be numerous.

The attack lasted three hours. Several of our division
artillery guns were ordered to assume anti-tank positions in
anticipation of a possible breakthrough. More TD’s were
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thrown into battle and thus our line held. The crisis at
Longchamps was over for the moment. Our wounded were
being evacuated to field hospitals. My ambulance was on its
way to Arlon (USAH). The trooper on the stretcher below
me mumbled something and I agreed--for us the Battle of
the Bulge was over.
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In summary, we had been exposed to terrible moments of
adversity before a determined attacking force, bul we had
piven a good account of ourselves. OF our live 57 mm guns
attached to the 2nd Battalion, 502nd Parachute Infaniry
Regiment, four were knocked out during that alternoon, bul
in the meantime we performed splendidly. The anti-tank
gunners of Battery "C," 81st AT/AA Airborne Battalion,
were crediled with knocking out ten Mark TV tanks, but in
effect two of those tanks were Tiper tanks, Mark W,
destroyed by our squad.

As for me, although I received the Purple Heart and the
Bronze Star with "V" for bravery, my greatest award at
Longchamps was, and has been, that Almighty God allowed
me o rub shoulders with such gallant comrades-in-arms as
I did that alternoon of long ago where 1 experienced the
agony of the mad minute in battle.

NOTHING WRONG WITH THIS DOG'S LIFE
December, 1944

Frank W. Wince
Headqguarters Company
2nd Battalion
120 Infantry Regiment
30th Infantry Division
Anchorage, Alaska

My most vivid memory of the bulge is the mental picture
of the viclims of the Malmedy massacre lined up in the
snow-covered feld.

by second most vivid memory is of a fairly long (several
months) association with a victim of the battle; namely, a
little white female dog which we decided was a Spitz breed.

As the battalion liaison officer, T had a jeep and driver
assigned o me and our unit was in place at the northern
cdge of Malmedy, One day, 1 am positive it was a few days
before Christmas, we were travelling along a main road (to
the west or northwest) out of Malmedy, we came upon this
small dog who was scared and running at [ull speed up the

road. We stopped and I picked the dog up and held her in
my arms as we continued our short mission. Then |
attempted to find some persons or some building which the
dog might recognize. We had no success. I had to have a
name to call her and chose "Mitzi,” which she soon accepted.

Mitzi stayed with me in the second story of a house in
which I and three other men were billeted. This house was
located in the northern edpe of Malmedy on slightly higher
ground than the town. Food and water was no problem as
Mitzi shared whatever I had. She drank from my canteen
cup and ate from my mess kit, The worst she ever had was
"C" rations.

We attempted to find someone or some place Mitzi
seemed interested in but she showed no interest. During
our lime in the Malmedy area, she stayed in the house or
wenl with me in the jeep where we lixed a bed with a
blanket and shelier-halfl for protection [rom the weather, On
one of our trips to visit some of our troops, Milzi decided it
was time to add to the dog population and gave birth to four
puppics. Two of the pups were not healthy and died very
soon. The other two lived and remained healthy throughout
the remainder of my stay in Europe,

Milzi and the two pups stayved with me constantly as my
unit returned to our previous location north of Aachen and
then throughout the advance to the Elbe River. After the
German capitulation, the dogs stayed with me for some
months as 1 was detailed to various dutics and locations in
the zone of occupation,.  We participated in some mopping
up in the Harz Mountains and other duties in the
Plauen/Bayreuth arca where 1 was detailed to escort two
prostitutes back across the Czechoslovak border. The girls
tried to talk me out of the dogs, or at least one, but we had
become a family and 1 had visions of bringing them home to
the farm in Mlinois. This, however, was not to be. We gol
through the processing center near Frankfurt, a.M., and (o
the staging area to board a ship to England where we were
separated, The girls at the Red Cross unit loved the dogs
and promised them a good home.

[Frank says that a previous article about William Cavanagh
in the Bugle makes him wonder if someong in Malmedy
doesn’t look back at times and grieve over the loss of a
wonderfid pet almost 50 years ago.  He would fike to assure
them that their pet was not kiffed in action but had o
wonderful life for some time. ]

BEREAKING A TRAIL, THE HARD WAY
December 11, 1991

Clitford McComas
E Company
325 Glider Infantry Regiment
82nd Airborne Division
Denver, Colorado

Being a late arrival in the Ardennes, I did not witness the
hoards of enemy threatening to over-run the first defensive
position T occupied. The battle had raged for ten days
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before I joined the 20,000 meter front occupied by the 325th
Glider Infantry Regiment, and other units of the 82nd
Airborne Division. Needless to say, there was minimal
contact right or left. Communication was in tact only from
the platoon CP. Rumors run heavy, mostly to the effect that
all units to our front had been killed or captured, and the
unstoppable Germans were headed our way.

Here I was with my Bar and PFC Yeager, a rifleman, the
only support I had. I could see no way we might stop
anything more than one rifle squad attacking us from the
front. Yet, we had been told that we were the last line of
defense and we had to stop the enemy breakthrough or go
back and do Normandy again.

Fortunately, another sector of the division was hit. But
that’s where the German offensive stopped and the German
troops abandoned much equipment and started back to their
homeland with us hot in pursuit. Our mission was to clear
the forest of German soldiers. As I remember, we crossed
the LD and moved into the attack early on 2 January, 1945,
The snow was still deep, hindering movement. One man
would break trail until he was almost exhausted, step aside
and allow the next man in line to do likewise.

Resistance was light, but we did find pockets of five to
eight enemy left behind as a covering force. Most
surrendered without putting up any fight.

We had heard some information about the Malmedy
crossroads incident. Word started around that we were to
take no prisoners. Many troopers took advantage of this
rumored order and expelled vengeance on any German
soldier. Several times during my first day of real combat I
observed a German come out of a bunker or fox hole, hands
over head, only to be shot through the head at close range.
Some troopers could not miss, firing an M1 rifle from the
hip at a range of about five yards. I'm sure the Malmedy
massacre was the reason for some to believe that these
actions were a justified means of vengeance.

The above is part of an experience that I would not take
a million dollars for. Yet, I would not give one dime to go
through such experience again.

BEEF SAUSAGES, A LA SUKON
December 16, 1944

Garland B. Glovier
G Company
39th Infantry Regiment
9th Infantry Division
Lebanon, Virginia

...few memories I would like to share with my comrades-at-
arms. Briefly, I would like to mention the week before
December 16, 1944. We were relieved by the 99th Infantry
Division. At least our 39th Regiment was. Our objective
was to shuttle back through Eupen, Belgium, by truck to
relieve the 1st Division, which had been in a tough fire fight
with the Krauts. Our objective was to take two towns. The
names I believe were Cain and Duren, Germany. We were

promised a five-day break when this mission was
accomplished.

After some tough fighting, we had taken the second town
on the 15th of December. I remember very well Sergeant
Sukon, our squad leader, instructing me to kill a young cow
that was grazing just outside of town. He and another one
of my buddies, I don’t remember his name, would try and
locate a sausage grinder. We waited until dusk so we could
drag the cow into a shed because the Germans were in a
patch of woods just across this field. They found the sausage
grinder, so we had fresh beef that night.

At this time I was 1st scout--had been since the Normandy
Invasion. So they decided that they would promote me to
light 604 machine gunner, in which capacity I served until
January 13, 1945.

Unfortunately, at dawn the next morning, December 16th,
1944, we were ordered back into the Ardennes that the
Germans had overrun the 99th Division. We moved back
through Eupen by truck. We didn’t know it at that time but
the 6th Panzer Army had encountered our troops. As we
moved back in there everything was in confusion. I
understand years later that the 9th Infantry Division was
instrumental in stopping the 6th Panzer Army cold.

During the period of December 16th, 1944, to Christmas
Day the Germans were hitting us with counter attacks with
everything they had. All of my buddies were replacements.
There were only five of us original ones left. When an
officer, a licutenant whose name I can’t recall, being a
replacement left me and one replacement as rear guard until
they could pull back. The lieutenant told me if I survived it
until daylight when they got out to hide and not try to follow
them he would come back at break of day and get me. So,
with me and my light 604 and the soldier that was with me,
we gave them the protection they needed. We held the
Jerry’s at bay. I will never forget that night. I had told this
soldier when I gave him the orders to cease fire to pick him
out a good place to hide while it was still day. I hid in a
tree lap from which the tops of the pines had been blown
out by artillery. The Germans looked for us for several
hours. They knew we were there somewhere. They found
my machine gun which I had left. I thought that they could
hear my knees knocking together in the pine needles.

The lieutenant kept his word and at dawn he came in with
a patrol and rescued us. I assume he took it on himself,
because at this time my mother was notified that T was
missing in action. If the lieutenant is somewhere out there
somewhere and remembers this incident, I would sure love
to hear from him.

We lost many of our capable leaders and men. Some I
haven’t heard from since. Don’t know what ever happened
to Sgt. Sukon. I would love to hear from anyone who has
any information on him.

Things quieted down considerably at this time. We were
on the attack again when I was ordered back to the
command post with some message which I don’t recall at
this time. The aid man wanted to take a look at my feet,
which were frozen. I was taken back to England to the
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hospital. ‘That ended my combat experiences.

LS. PLANES CHASE OFF GERMANS

December 18, 1944
Jack J. Mocnik
A Company
526th Armored Infantry Battalion
Pittsburg, Kansas

Alter over 40 years memories get blurred and out of order.
The 117th Regiment came o ws aboul noon on 18th
Deeember, 1944, and as previously written by me, our C.0O.
Capt. Mitchell took our few men back into Stavelot and I
became a messenger between our battalion’s Maj, Solis and
Capt. Mitchell, 1 made numerous trips from battalion to
company C.P. that day and it was very chancy, I tried to take
the jeep but the Germans didn’t like me doing that so the
bastards shot at me, so 0t was on my knees and belly that 1
made my irips.

On one of my trips from battalion to company C.P. the
Germans were laving on heavy artillery and I was slowly
making my way back to Stavelot and as I slithered over a
small rock fence and was laying in a depression 1 felt
someone else join me in my hole--he was & 2nd licutenant,
He was small in stature and had on a black leather jackel.
Unusual but that's exactly how it was., He said lo me, "Look
over there that will put st in your eye” and T looked where
he indicated and as far as | could see were German armor
and vehicles coming toward Stavelot on the other side of the
Ambleve River, This was late in the afliernoon of 18
Deecember, 1944, Suddenly directly over our heads (we were
on a hill) came the P-47s. They made pass after pass on the
German column and as far as 1 could see other planes were
strafing the column. The Germans would not fire at one P-

BATTLE OF THE BULGE
REENACTMENT

Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge have been invited to Fort
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, Friday 15, 1993, through
Sunday, January 17, 1993, for a fun weekend.  Activilies in-
clude staying in original World War 11 barracks on Friday
and Saturday nights and meals in the mess hall. Relive
those days of old, The Federation of Recnactors will re-
enact the Battle of the Bulge on Saturday during which the
velerans will be able to observe the reenactment, A US0O
canteen is planned for Saturday evening, The last reenact-
mend in January was attended by approximately 19 VBOBers
ane all will attest to the memorable weekend and comrad-
eric enjoyed by all, Some thought that they would be uncasy
not knowing anvone but all stated that within the first five
minutes it was like ‘ole’ buddics bunking together. The
Drelaware Valley Capter anticipates that they will triple their
attendance this year based on the good time they had. A
particular highlight was visiting the barracks of the Alled
reenactors and of the German reenactors, Each of the reen-
actors' barracks had been done up authentically as they have

47 until they made their pass and then the sky would turn
red as the Germans fired at the planes. This went on lor
some lime, [ don’t know which side lired the smoke but the
complete valley was covered by smoke and nothing could be
seen. | then proceeded on to "A" Company CP to deliver
my message,

Interestingly enough carly on the morning of 19 December,
1944, 1 looked to where the German column had been and
could not sce one damned vehicle, Tncidently, I did not
notice any artillery fire against the German column,

WHAT ABOUT
YOUR STORY?

HAVE YOU SUBMITTED YOUR STORY? 1
not, we would really like to have it. We have
received quite a few lately and will be using all of
them. We will use them in the order in which
they were received,

These stories will be preserved as a historical
record of memories of the Battle of the Bulge
and we would like (o have every member’s story,

If it is difficult for you to write, grab some
one’s tape recorder and TELL us your story. Be
sure to include your name, address, the date of
the incident you are recording, and the unit with
which youn were affiliated at that time. o

If you are a whiz bank on the computer and
happen to have WordPerfect on your machine,
TYPE us your story. Begin with your name,
address, the date of the incident; and the unit
yvou woere attached o,

" YOU were a part of this historical event and
we want your story in its recorded history.

a conlest far the group who has the best barracks. 1t was
unbelievable how authentic it was, Plan to attend, you will
nol regrel i, Be sure to bring a slecping bag and/or
blankets and a pillow. You will be sleeping an authentic GI
bunks, I you have some WWII momentos bring them
along.  For further information contact: John Bowen; 613
Chichester Lane; Silver Spring, Maryland  20904-3331; ar
phone 301-384-6533.

Reunion Guest Speaker Robert W. Justice.
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human events. To some generations,
much is given.Of other generations,
much 1s expected. This generation
has a rendezvous with destiny."

When President Franklin Roosevelt
said this in 19356, he had no idea
just how much would be expected of
the yvoung generation of the time.
He was speaking of lifting the
United States out of the Great
Depression. But the generation
came of age in the 1930s would
expected to bear the burden of
greatest war the world has ever
Seen.

Fifty years later, the citizens
of the United States remember the
sacrifices of that generation of
Americans. "1t was truly a war
supported by all, and we can never
say thank you to that generation
enough," said Claude FKicklighter,
executive director of “he 50th
Anniversary of World War 11
Commemoration Committee. "When the
country is finished with this
commemoration I hope the veterans
of World War 1I understand
Americans are proud of them and are
thankful for their efforts."

From an article by Jim Garamone,

American Forces Information Ser.

that
bea
the

Your 50th Anniversary Committee
has been working diligently since
Fehruary to organize and plan a
50th Commemcoration to ensure that
our members and their families will
be appropriately honored,
respected, and pleased on this very
special anniversary.

We are planning all our
activities with the cooperation and
support of the Department of
Defense, 50th Anniversary of World
War II Commemoration Committee. We
have been working with the St.
Louis Convention and Visitors
Commission since early Spring.

We do not have a VBOB Chapter in
St. Louis, however, at this time
12 members and their spouses have
volunteered to help during this
50th Anniversary Commemoration.

it
50th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION '®%

"There is a mysterious cycle in

| In the August BULGE BUGLE, Page

10-12 was information and an
Advance Hegistration Form for a

member interest survey. We
reguested these forms be returned
by September 1, 1992. This

information was to be reported to
these attending the Nashville
FReunion, October B-11th. The
response was lower than we had
anticipated. 285 members responded,
with 427 for the banguet.

This will be our reunion for
1994, with a number of special
events taking place. We would like
to request any member who has not
mailed in the Advance Registration
Form toc please do so0 if you are
interested. There will never he
anckther 30th anniversary. This may
be the last major commemoration
anniversary in which many WWII
veterans will be able to
participate.

Frem the 50th Anniversary Fall 1992
newsletbter DISPATCH:

Thousands gathered on Aug. 7,
the Marine Corps War Memorial in
Arlington, VA., marking the 50th
anniversary of Guadalcanal.
Fresident George Bush, Secretary of
Defense Dick Cheney, Guadalcanal
veterans from all services and
members of the lst Marine Division
Association, joined to honor
veterans from the first offensive
of World War IT.

More than 600 Guadalcanal
veterans performed a "march-on" to
the area in front of the memorial,
preceded by nearly 2000 1lst Marine
Division veterans from all wars,
who marched on by regiment. There
were more than 6000 people gathered
for the event.

at

Your committee is doing all we
can; we are inviting all military
units who participated in the
Battle of the Bulge to join in this
50th Anniversary Commemoration.

William F. Tayman
Chairman , VBOB, 50th
Anniversary Committee
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JOIN OUR OFFICIAL V.B.O.B. 50th ANNIVERSARY RETURN TO EUROPE!

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

EEE

GUARANTEED PRICES - Pay 1992
Prices for a 1994 Tour!

COMPLETE PROTECTION through a
special insurance policy including full
refunds for covered cancellation plus
many travel insurance benefits
Convenient, easy monthly payment
plan
Galaxy’s
Experience
Toll-Free Number (1-800-523-7287)
YOUR Special Places...individualized
group travel at its best...we'll route the
motorcoach on the basis of YOUR
requests!
Professional,
Managers
Participation in 50th
Events!

ak

Eg & o

Lt &

32 years of Veterans

E T

L2 g

R Experienced Tour

3k

Anniversary

GUARANTEED PRICES are available,
as well as FREE INSURANCE! 1l may seem
"loo good Lo be true,” bul it's a fact! [f you register
now and participate in Galaxy's exclusive Tinw
Payment Plan or Pay in Full, your 1994 tour price
will be guaranteed at present prices! YOU SAVE
MONEY! Plus, you will be fully protected by a
comprehensive and complimentary insurance
policy, providing complete cancellation and {ravel
insurance coverage. It's a WIN/WIN situation!
You won't find better value anywhere!

Guaranteed 1992 Tour Prices start as low as
$2,673.00 per person for the 11 day Main Tour,
including virtually all of your travel neceds: round-
trip airfare from New York, first-class hotels, 2
meals daily, motorcoach transportation, sighlseeing
with guides/admission fees, group transfers,
porterage, tips & taxes and a professional tour
manager, But remember, 1993 prices take effect
January 1st, so don't delay another minute! Call
Galaxy Tours TODAY (1-800-523-7287) for your
descriptive brochure. Belter yel, make a phone
reservation (using Visa, MasterCard or Diiscover) to
reserve vour place on this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity!

—

For further details or a complete brochure,

call GALAXY TOURS at 1-800-523-7287
(toll-free) or write P.O.Box 234, Wayne PA
19087-0234! Don’t delay! Lowest tour
prices expire December 31, 1992!

SKELETON ITINERARY

Sunday, October 23 - USA/ALOFT.

Monday, October 24 - BRUSSELS/LIEGE.
Welcome Dinner.

Tuesday, October 25 - LIEGE. Aachen, Duren,
Hiirtgen Forest, Gey, Simmerath, Monschau,
Wednesday, October 26 - LIEGE. Henri Chapelle
Cemetery, Hospitality Day with local hosts.
Thursday, October 27 - LIEGE. Northen Shoulder:
Waimes, Biitgenbach, Stavelot, Trois-Ponts,
Vielsalm, Houffalize, Grandmenil, Werbomont,
Aywaille, St. Vith, Vielsalm, Baraque de Fraiture,
Biilligen, Losheim Gap, Elsenborn, La Gleize.
Frida}f, October 28 - LIEGE/LUXEMBOURG.
Bastogne, Clervaux, Luxembourg City.

Saturday, October 29 - LUXEMBOURG. Southern
Shoulder: Mersch, Echternach, Diekirch.
Sunday, October 30 - LUXEMBOURG.
Cemetery, Hospitality Day with local hosts.
Monday, October 31 - LUXEMBOURG/PARIS.
Reims, Champagne Cellar, City of Lights!
Tuesday, November 1 - PARIS. Morning city tour,
afternoon shopping, Farewell Dinner.

Wednesday, November 2 - PARIS/USA.

Hamm

OPTIONAL NORMANDY EXTENSION

Wednesday, November 2 - PARIS/NORMANDY,
Pont I'Eveque, Caen.

Thursday, November 3 - NORMANDY.
Arromanches, Mulberry Harbor, Omaha Beach,
Normandy American Military Cemetery, Vierville,
Pointe du Hoc, Bayeux.

Friday, November 4 - NORMANDY. Ste. Mere
Eglise, Utah Beach, St. Lo, Cherbourg, special places.
Saturday, November 5 - NORMANDY/PARIS.
Falaise Gap, Chartres, 5t. Symphorien, Paris.
Sunday, November 6 - PARIS/USA.
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LUXEMBOURG GROUP’S PRESIDENT
RECALLS THE LIBERATION
OF HIS COUNTRY

[The following are remuarks by Camille P, Koha, Life Fresideni
of Cercle d'etudes sur la Bataille des Ardennes (CEBA)
(English translation: Circle for the Study of the Baitle of the
Ardennes). These remuarks were made in August, 1990, before
CEBA members and a group of 87th Infantry Division
velergns visiting in Lucembourg. We thought you would find
interesting the feelings of the people who live in this small
countny where your effons and sacrifices are 5o much appre-
clated. |

As President and on behalf of CEBA, it is my honor and
pleasure to welcome you most warmly here in this medieval
castle, in the City Hall of Clervaux,

Dear veterans of the 87th Infantry Division, st of all, 1
would like to thank you so much for coming to Luxembourg,
In 1945 we couldn’t thank wvou for vour loval and self-
sacrificing work. But now, we have you with us and so we
are able to express our deep gratitude and appreciation for
all you did for us and for vour contribution in the Battle of
the Bulge. You took part in the liberation of our country in
1945 and we know very well of the achievements of your
great unil, We know of the hardships you men suflered
during that hellish period.

OfF course, when I'm talking about men, T include always
our girl friend Dorothy Davis, who is among you. She was
a nurse and she helped to save the lives of thousands and
thousands of GI's. By the long chain of medical rescue, %6
pereent of the 369,000 men wounded in the European
Theater have been saved,

Well, let me tell you, dear veterans, that our people
sulfered terribly before you could come to our rescue.
Luxembourg was the only country annexed by the Germans
and 50 il came under a real dictalorship government. That
made the most traumatic and lasting cffeet on the people,
who never accepted the Nazi despotism,

Do you know, dear veterans, that about 12,000 young
Luxembourgers, a huge percentage of our country's small
population were drafted into the German Army and that
these young Luxembourgers were forced to fight in Italy,
Yugoslavia, Russia, ete. Tn Ttaly, in France, in Luxembourg

and in Belgium and later in Germany our countrymen had
to fight against soldiers, who later became our liberators, |
mean they had to Gght against American soldiers. Highlights
ol perversity! Today i seems just incredible,

In this connection [ have to tell you that a great deal of the
Luxembourgers, forced into the German Army, relused
spontaneously to join the Wehrmacht. But when captured
in old barns or in sell-made bunkers in the deepest woods,
they were executed as criminals and the families of these
men were deported to Germany or Poland or put in a
conceniration camp, It was just a reign of terror,

Alter this short description of a devil's peried, you can
better imagine the hysterical joy overcoming our people
when suddenly the first American soldiers appeared in our
streets with tanks, trucks of every kind, all marked with
white stars, serial numbers and antennas and between all
these war vehicles the euphoric crowd. There is no language
that could describe this whoopee.,

But unfortunately, this exultation was very short.  On
December 16, 1944, the Jerries started the Big Push, the
Battle of the Bulge. Nobody else could better describe the
balttle than you, dear veterans. At that time, the weather
wis more suitable for Eskimos than for American soldiers,
neither trained nor cquipped for winter-war farc, You men
suffered the tortures of the damned, while holding out
against iremendous odds. Blizzards swept the Ardennes, ey
gusts blew over the Ardennes, making life miscrable for
soldiers, civilians and even for animals, Winter was the
Commanding General Lthe entire battlefield a frozen world
of white dunes. Snow muffled the sporadic sounds of war,
making a new world of white silence,

The Battle of the Ardennes, the greatest battle which
American soldiers ever had to fight, destroyed the homes of
60,000 persons in this part of the Ardennes. But, finally, the
valiant American soldiers, among them the &7th Infantry
Division, assumed the offensive and succeeded in checking
the enemy's onslaught, driving the Germans back beyond
their border.

Dear veterans, since that time the world has changed to all
intents and purposes and certain memories have been
effaced. But T promise you, dear friends, the Luxembourg
people never forget, now as before, what American soldiers
have done for them. We are fully aware of the
independence we owe to you and to your great nation and
the protection 1s still given us against enemies of every kind
and tyranny,

...happiness and prosperity have been ours now for more
than four decades, [and] we owe it to you. We are ready to
forgive, but not ready to forget. Neither are we ready to
forget that young American soldiers fought and sulfered and
gave their lives to give back freedom and human dignity to
a small country--yes, Lo the people of Luxembourg,

Thank you, dear veterans, [rom the bottom of our hearts,
You deserve our deep admiration and affection, not only
today, but forever.

"Why me?"" That is the soldier’s first question, asked each
morning as the patrols go out and each evening as the night
settles around the foxholes.

William Drovles, Jr.
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REMARKS OF
GUEST SPEAKER AT
VBOB REUNION BANQUET

The [ollowing are the remarks of ROBERT H.
JUSTICE, 75TH INFANTRY DIVISION, 2915T
INFANTRY, ZND BATTALION, COMPANY "E;” as
presented al the October VEOB Reunion:

“.Mow to the subject at hand: My vivid experiences of the
Bulge were at Rochefort-Grand Halleaux and Spa, all in
Belgium. Out of these experiences some humor happened--
but al the lime il was not realized,

"One city most men of the 2nd Battalion of the 291st
remember is Rochefort, Belgium. On the evening of the
24th, when much of the world was celebrating Christmas
Eve, we received orders to move out and we were nol
altached to the 2nd Armored Division. We spent much of
the night traveling by truck wo another location. Christmas
morning we woke up in a forest covercd with heavy snow
and were given notice that we were going to attack.

“The next days we raced across open fields riding on tanks-
-getting to Berlin, When we reached wooded arcas we ran
alongside ol tanks 1o protect them from flanking bazooka
fire. The nights we spent dug in the frozen ground,
protecting the tanks from enemy patrol action. We were
now [uced with increasing snow, ice and cold,

"The 2nd Armored Division deservedly receives much
credit for its part in stopping the advancement of the Nazi
forces in the Famous ‘Battle of the Bulge.” Any observations
I make are my own. QOur command was now made up of
lwo armored companics and ‘E' Company.

"On December 27th, 'E’ Company was located at a road
junction 2-1/2 miles north of Rocheforl. The ‘E’ Company
mission was the mining of road junclions in the area and
establishing a road block about 1-1/2 miles from Rochefort.

"During the late afternoon of the 27th, ‘E’ Company
received orders to prepare to attack, 'We were old (o leave
our overcoats and packs in the snow and move out with the
lanks. Our altack started through heavy woods. The tanks
crashed through the trees and the infantry ran alongside
until we reached an open area north of Rochefort. By this
time it was very dark but the buildings of the city were
clearly visible by the flashing of heavy artillery fire. At this
time the tanks lined up in the cover of the woods and “E
Company was ordered to allack in the direction of
Rochelort,

"An attack at night is supposed to be made only be
expericnced troops with careful planning. We were the
newest division in the battle, and as we were rapidly moving
with the armor, any coordinated planning was difficult. By
the time I arrived at the open area some casuallics were
already being removed. Machine gun tracers could be seen
in front of us and sniper fire was coming from everywhere.

“Some individual squads did make progress and did get
very close to the city. During the night we received word
that we were to be relieved by the 8dth Division. Qur C.0,

was Lold to select some men and go back and pick up our
overcoats. The cold in the middle of the night was bad
enough, bul withoul overcoals, was xx!! cold.

"On the 23th we started our trip back to our own division
and the north side of the Bulge were two new names were
burned or frozen into our memories--*Grand Halleaux™ and
‘Creppe-Spa’--also in Belgium.

"Spa, Belgium--Although we went into First Army Reserve,
little rest was forthcoming, Relief of another division was
imminent and the 75th went back into the line 1o take over
the 82nd Airborne sector while in the Spa, Belpium, where
we drank the local beer and barpained for wine and
schnapps. Weapons were cleaned and equipment readied for
our next assignment,

"On the 9th of January, lollowing a three day rest with
baths, clean clothes, and hot meals, the regiment left
Creppe-Spa in the carly hours of the evening. Marching for
eleven hours, over 22 miles of icy roads and knee decp snow,
the regiment arrived at Basse Bodeux, Belgium, at 0500
hours. This hike lasted all through the night, and it shall
never be forgotten by the men who made it, It was biller
cold, and marching had to be done on roads that were icy,
on country roads that were filled with snow, across fields and
through snow drifts, sometimes two feet deep.

"Grand Halleaux, Belgium--Completing relief of the 82nd
Adrborne Division, the next lew days were spent in sending
out patrols and preparing for a prospective attack on the
enemy near Grand Halleaux,

"On the morming of January 15th, the 291st went into its
first attack as a regiment, The objective was high ground,
outside Grand Halleaux, where the enemy was strongly
entrenched.

"The 2nd Battalion with an cxposed lelt lank attacked
from Grand Halleaux toward Petit Thier. °‘E' and ‘G’
Companics led the attack with ‘F° Company in reserve, Both
companics were pinned down during the day by heavy enemy
fire.

"This town will be remembered for a life time by the
survivors of this engagement with the enemy, The men of
the 2nd Battalion, 291st Infantry, especially Companics ‘E
and 'G’ had many factors that were against them. But we
held what ground we took that day and suffered heawvy
casualties.

"Our main obstacles that day were not only the enemy--but
again snow--0D clothing. We were like ducks on a pond
and it was our first offensive action. But we soon became a
team and our stateside training began to pay off.

"T'he battle on the 15th is history and for the Allied Armics
it was a great success. It was the beginning of the final drive
to eliminate the Bulge, relieve pressure on the Bastogne
sector and join a main concerted thrust of U.S. First Army
towards St. Vith.

"Long afler dark on the 15th our battalion was relieved by
other units. After positioning the new units as directed by
the battalion commander of Company ‘E' and other
companies moved back to Grand Halleaux. In a barn, which
was Company ‘E' Headquarters, work was started on the
morning report. Small groups worked by candle light putting

together their reports, ;
gether their reports (Continued on Page 24}
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BANQUET REMARKS

"The 1st Sergeant was missing, the company commander and
three platoon commanders were wounded. The one remain-
ing platoon commander was removed with frozen feet, Sev-
eral key NCOs were killed or wounded. Slowly the report
took form and in darkness a messenger took the report to
Battalion Headguarters. Company ‘E’ had left a strength of
one officer and about 35 combat troops. On the 16th,
Company ‘E" left Grand Halleaux again, as onc weak pla-
toon, attached to Company ‘G Company ‘E’, like many
other units, did not get a rest period, but was rebuilt as it
moved into other battles in the Bulge, the Colmar Pocket
and in the Ruhr Pocket. Most of these encounters are vivid
memories, but none can compare to January 15th at Grand
Halleaux, Belgium!

"That's how my cxpericnces were 47 years ago during the
Battle of the Bulge. 1 hope you will remember along with
me your vivid experiences of those days and remember those
[riends and GI *buddies’ that paid the supreme price.

"May the road rise to meet you.

"May the wind be always at your back.

"May the sun shine warm upon your face,

"The rains fall sofl upon vour fields, and,

"Until we meet again,

"May (God hold you in the palm of his hand.

"Thank you.”

(Continued from Page Z5)

Here's a little breakdown of our honored dead
over the years. Pray for them.

Revolutionary War......cccccveveeeveenneenn.. 23,324 Killed
IR TRWAE. ...t L — 2,260 Killed
Mexican War........ccoviencicinennn. 13,288 Killed
CRALWaAG s 529,332 Killed
Spanish-American War........ccoovveeeees 2,446 Killed
World War L. 116,516 Killed
World War l............... oy .. 405,399 Killed
o i 1 AT e L . 54,246 Killed
Vit Nam WAt oo o ions o iiise: 56,480 Killed
TR s s i T R SRS 1,205,291

FIND YOUR OLE BUDDY

We have received very good response to The Membership
Directory, which was recently published and distributed.
Many report that they have been able to locate old
buddies. We still have approximatly 50 copies |eft for sale,
If you would like one, please fill out the order form below
and return it with your check in the amount of $15.00
payable to Mancy Monson. The Directory reflects VBOB's
mambership as of July 1, 1952,

The directory includes an alphabetical listing of all
members with addresses; a list by units; a list by
geographical location; and other information regarding
VBOB operations (Bylaws, officers, etc.). All printed on
three-hole punched paper. You can provide whalever
cover you desire.

AVAILABLE TO MEMEERS OMLY!

___ | enclose herewith $15.00 for a VBOEB Memibership Directory.
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: MANCY MONSON
{Fleaze do nat include other moneys in your check.)

Mail 120 VBOB, P.O. Box 11125, Arlinglon, VA& 22210-2125

Marme and mambership number (please print all information)

Street ar mailing address

City, state and zip code

LOST AND FOUND

We have received a lelter from WEBER RICK, of
Luxembourg, advising that he has found a silver bracket
which belonped to a GI named R. K. BOWMAN, STH
INFANTRY DIVISION. Bowman was from LaPorte,
Indiana. The bracelet was found on September 1, 1991, in
the Forests of Dillingen, Luxembourg., Can anyone help with
getting this bracelet back to its owner or his relatives?

Weber also would like to locate M. H. T. DE LONG, who
was from Toledo, Ohio. De Long carved his initials in a
tree that stands in Colmorberg, Luxembourg on October 21,
1944. Can anybody help locate this person?

If you ean provide information on either of these men,
please write to:  Weber Rick, 147 Wal Ste Croix, 1371
Luxembourg, Europe,
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LINKING HISTORY
TO NATIONAL HERITAGE

LL] E'l
& poTLIGHTING "THE BULS

A TRIUMPH OF COURAGE

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE - DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER
/0 GEORGE LINTHICUM - 2605 ORCHARD DRIVE - BROOMALL, PA 19008 - (215) 356-9552

I WANT YOU...

The time has come to "STAND U AND BE COUNTED." As
a veteran of World War II, you occupy a very unique role in our
society.  You served in the greatest war in history and helped
freedom prevail when the rights of mankind were ignored. Those
who fought in the Battle of the Bulge attained even greater
distinction. Your courageous action against seemingly impossible
odds in America’s largest battle has been acclaimed to be "the
fighting man’s finest hour." Even Winston Churchill was moved to
say, "This is undoubtedly the greatest American battle of the war and
will, I believe, be regarded as an ever-famous American victory.”

To insure that the American troops in the Battle of the Bulge
are not forgotten, the Delaware Valley Chapter of VBOB has
undertaken the erection of a commemorative monument at the Valley
Forge Military Academy and College in Wayne, Pennsylvania - about
three miles from Valley Forge National Park. Its design is shown
above and honors three nations - the United States, Belgium and
Luxembourg - with their colors to fly majestically above our seven-
foot high monument, which proudly proclaims the reality of the
Battle with the simple words, "A Triumph of Courage.”

WE NEED YOUR HULF! Your donations (tax-exempt) are
essential. A special "Book of Honor" is planned to record the names
and units of donors with a special certificate of appreciation to be
presented. [t is a fitting pictorial of significance which will become
part of your own family heritage.

PLEASE SUPPORT US BY SENDING YOUR DONATION
- whatever amount you feel you can afford!
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MAIL YOUR COMMITMENT TODAY!

{Please Detach)

Delaware Valley Chapter

Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge
c/o George C. Linthicum

2605 Orchard Drive

Broomall, PA 19008

(215) 356-9552

[ 1 Enclosed please find my donation of
% to help the cause!

[ ] Please send me information on
becoming a member of the Veterans of the
Battle of the Bulge. My WWII Unit:

MName:
Address:

Phone: Area code:
Home Number:

Signature:
Date:
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MY MOST MEMORABLE
CHRISTMAS

By Albert D. Dian

The following story was passed along to us by Bertie
Dian, widow of ALBERT D. DIAN, 80TH INFANTRY
DIVISION, 318TH INFANTRY, CANNON COMPANY.
Albert was a member of the VBOB Central Florida
Chapter.

Christmas Eve, 1944

The time was December 24, 1944. The Battle of the Bulge
was very much in doubt. We were located in Luxembourg,
north of the capital. About the 14th or 15th of December,
we were poised near Saarburg in France for a big push by
Patton’s Third Army to pierce the West Wall. Alerted on
the 16th for a rapid move northward, the 80th Infantry
Division moved at night, in convoy, to help stem the tide of
the Wehrmacht offensive. As we moved northward, the
temperature kept dropping and we experienced the first
snow of the winter. Arriving in Luxembourg City about
dusk, lo and behold, the street cars were running and no
blackout in effect. What a strange scenario! Artillery and
machine gun fire was audible in the distance.

Proceeding to an area near Merach, Luxembourg, we
halted for a few days. The ground was almost too frozen to
dig in but the snow deep enough for insulation at night
enabling us to get a warm night’s sleep.

Somewhere about the 20th, we moved northeast toward
Diekirch and Ettelbruck. On our way, we encountered our
first Nebelwurfers, the "screaming meemies"--multiple
rockets fired at us with an eerie sound that was terrifying.
At the same time, the walking wounded of the 28th Infantry
Division were moving to the rear while we were advancing
to take up the positions they had held.

We passed by a typical guard house, the same type you see
in old movies with the guards in their comic opera uniforms.
As we approached the guard house, the Nebelwurfers came
raining down and the sentinels disappeared "toute suite" in
the direction of the castle of the Grand Duchess of Colmar-
Berg.

Proceeding to our designated area, we dug in our guns.
Although an infantry company, the Cannon Company had six
105 millimeter howitzers designed to give the infantrymen
ahead of us close support.

We set up our command post in an abandoned farm house
and started to run telephone lines to our gun platoons. The
weather for days had been miserable--poor visibility for our
air force. This probably was the greatest advantage the
Wehrmacht had since they moved so rapidly on the terrain
they knew so well. Somehow (maybe a break in the clouds),
our position was revealed to a German forward observer and
we started to get hostile fire on our headquarters. Glass and
mortar through the windows made it expedient for us to
retreat to the potato cellar below the house.

Lo and behold, as we peered into the darkness, a mother,
father and tiny baby were huddled there, terrified. We could

only communicate with sign language--their native language
was a patois of French and German and hard to understand.
We shared our cold rations with them for several days until
our kitchen truck could move up to a safe area and provide
us with hot chow.

Mail finally caught up with us and I had a package from
one of my sisters in Cleveland, Ohio. She had read that the
little children in war torn France, Holland, and Belgium
would not have any gifts of any kind for Christmas. She
didn’t even know that I was in Luxembourg at the time.

Christmas Eve came, cold--no stars, cloudy weather.
Despite legends otherwise, the guns were still audible, both
sides. I finally opened the package and it was an assortment
of small, cheap trinkets. I believe my sister hoped I would
distribute them at some orphanage.

By candlelight, I started giving little gifts, one at a time, to
the little boy--"Edie"--the name I best remember. At each
gift, the mother and father would cry and thank me with
gestures. Was this a reenactment of that "Holy Night" in
Bethlehem many years ago?

I know how the Wise Men of old must have felt since this
tiny babe also lay in a bed of hay, smiling all the while.
Perhaps, the angels were smiling from on high. I like to
think so!

Before falling asleep, we said our silent prayers--"Peace on
Earth, Goodwill towards Men."

— ————

A New Book about Combat,
Captivity, And Coming Home

HEALING THE CHILD WARRIOR
by Richard Peterson, Ph.D.
A True Story of:

COMBAT in one doomed regiment in
the early days of the Bulge.

CAPTIVITY and the agony of survival
as a prisoner of war in Germany.

COMING HOME, and the loneliness
of the young soldier. And finally:

INNER PEACE by revisiting old battle-
fields, old camps and former enemies.

Soft cover,190 pages 40 photographs.
$24.95 plus $2. handling. Order from:
Consultors Incorporated
1285 Rubenstein Ave.

Cardiff by the Sea, CA 92007
Call 1-800 643-7989 to use MC/Visa.

ARE YOUR DUES DUE??
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28th INFANTRY DIY

Buckat| Inf Div has had some famous namas
an ity roster. One is Chief of Stafl, Gen
eorge ©, Marshall, whe was a second
lopey in one of its regiments in 1906-07.
Ancther is Gon Omar N, Bradloy, who com-
manded il fram June 1942 1o January
1943, . . . The 28th, also known as the Key-
stone divigion becauss it originally was
composed of Mational Guard Units from
Pennsylvania (the Keyulgng State], gof its
World War |l nicknama from a Garman
oHicer. After one particularly viciows at-
tack, tha Gorman cficer, who was cap-
fured, said, "Yeu must sithar be madmon
or picked Iroops, so ficreely do you fight.”
Ha then F-a-inh:u:l to the blood-red keystona
shauldar intignia ard added, "We call
you Der Blutige Eimor = Bloody Buckat,”

' A

Hovember found the 28tk in the fastnass of the
Hurtgon Forast, east of Aachen, where it hit the
Siaglriad line for the socond fima. 1 wes bither
eold when it plungad throusgh Vessensck, Ger.
meter and Simonskall in a lons thrust that paced
tha First Army's wHensiva to Duren fo capture
tha Schwammaruel Dam on the Roer River, From
H-J:iq{'n, tho division withdrew ta a sector on
tha Lusembourg-German bordar, whera i was
stratched cut avar a frant ef 25 miles. Then cama
{ha big wallop—tha Battlo of the Bulge. At one
tima, the Blnmir Hur_Luh staed o pine Georman
divisions and helped hold up the advance on
Bastogne long enough fo permif the 101t Air-
barna to dig in for its horoic defense. Wilhdrawn
fram the Bulga 1o rearoup. tha 281k was assignod
to tha 3d Army, maving south fo the Colmar
soctor wharg it distinguished ibself by taking that
city in & cloverly-manrepvared overnight assauli,

Zeuz BIOGRAPHIES

e

Lito the 82d Airborns, the 28tk [Bleedy S552 A T i July of 1944 and kad ils baplism of fiso

= aremy vehiclos in a single day. | . . Aftar teking

__ porary oocupation duby, moving inte the Saar

N. Roman and T/5gt Chuck Voorhis

The 201k lait the Siates for World War 1l
- in the summer of 1942 and landed in Seulh
=T Wales in Cctober. It reachad Mormandy

—

L TP —

in the hedgercws af Porcy below 51 Le an

= 7 July, In quick suecession, it captured
Varneuil, Breteull and Damville while tha
Wahrmach? withdraw taward Faris. Then
§ o 29 Augush the Blocdy Buckots meved
inte Faris and parsded on tha day the
French capital celebrated its liberation
Ceven 3:,’: later, it erassod the bMouse Biver
Ml snd, four do-,-s after, entered Gurmnn-r'. tha
. - 8 firct UG division to enter the Reich in force,
?" ) One Fle dutinguished himsell by running

T 25 yards to a piflbos and placing a 3%

1 v pound THT pale charge, It failed lo ge aff.

ﬂ 4 He ri_thu-g.'.i_ld his effart, and the second

it “‘ i# “charge failed lo delonate, e mede the

N 4 ‘ l fripp a third time, lit the fuse with & match

[ 1 and weited unhil it began b bura, The mill-

; box was blastad: the 281k mowrd forward.

S0 quickly did it mowa inta Colmar that the Gor.
rean garnson was nob aware of ite arrival. For
the Calmar \'Jl.i‘.'-'llr;ﬂl'. {ha ZBEH was ns:ir._'ll".'d ta
tha Franch sk A 1| Feam Calmar, pu5|-l'd
marth anain, inE'l e tha |5k A:rn-r- for ite elrivn
- eciois the Bhinoland, En route, it captured 2,800

the by city of Schleide. the division swep?
1|'rnu'_;'1 tha l:rur|||:|"|:] Mazi defenses wotil i
reached fhe Rhine rorlii of Coblonz, Two waeks
lator, it croseed the Bhine and, with the ard af
tha war in sighil was withdrawn for & rest, 1 was
attached to the [5ih Army and pegged for tom-

Basin whore it took ovar 1,000 square milns of
Serman hurrill:rlf'. <o Ona evanl which tha KGT'-
aianars will |1;...|1-:J remamber was the audasiovs
¢ bayonal charge, 'ed by two privates, which ro-
sulted in the copture of the fown of Spinsur in
EI'-'I'-.'r;'-"'"- Thn-r c1p|n“nr|' '.-l._|||-,' the 55-.'\-r_|¢n ol theair
§ commanding ganersl, Morman O “Dubch’’ Cota,
who saids Fire and mansuver—heep going.”’
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VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

YHROE (IRIER FOHM

Support your National Quartermaster. (209%) of all sales are returned to YBOB

B1 Patch 2-34" Diameter . ..............
B1A  Patch 2-%" Diameter {whclutch} .......
B2  Parch 4-3¢" Diameter ... .....00.....
B2A  Patch 4-34" Diameter (w/clutch) ... .. ..
Cl5 VBOB Silver Belt Buckle ............
C2G VBOB Gold Belt Buckle . ......... ...
D1 Decal 4" Diameler . ..oovinnnnennn.
D2 Lopo 4" Diameter Windshicld Logo . . . . .
D3 COLOR Logo 8" x 10" for framing . . . ..
D4 COLOR Logo 1-1/8" stick-om ., .......
F1  US, Flag Sct: 1009 scwn, colton

3'x 5 Flag w/3 picee pole, gold cagle

top, lanyard and mounting bracket ., . . ..
H1  Hals (bascball style) one size hts

LWL NBIDE o oveommin e s a w
J1 VBOB " Lapel Pin/Tie Tack

(wiclutch) ... i
13 VEOBTicBar . ... ..inennn...
J5  VBOB Medallion (w/ribbon) .........
Kl VBOB Logo Pockel Leather Key Case ..

K2 VBOB Logo/Flag Plastic Key Chain . ... 1.00
M1 Regulation full size medals to

replace those lost or not issued

Ce Al o QUOEN e s s e 2000up
MM1 Regulation miniature medals

(Including POW medal) ......... .... 83up
F1 106th, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 9th, ete ... ... .... 4.3ca
P2  Enamel pins of Division Patches

{Most available) . ... ..ciivsrmrmsonss 3.50ca
POWI1Miniature POW Medal (sold separately) . 8.50
R1  Regulation campaign & scrvice

ribbons (Order your full set) ... ..... . 125up
T2  VBOB T-Shirt--(S)(M)(LYXL) ........ 13.00
W1 VBOB Logo Quartz Watch (Men's) . ... 3500
W2  VBOB Logo Quartz Watch (Women's) .. 35.00
WB1 Windbreaker, unlined, dark blue with

44" VBOB palch’ ..o vvnvinvmvonan 34.50
BK1 '"First Across the Rhine” (Book) .. ..... 22.00
V30 The Damned Engincers (VHS)WBETA) ., 34,50

We accept ($25.00 minimum):
VISA & AMERICAN EXPRESS ® MasterCard

Credit Card Orders:  $25.00 Minimum

Mame

ORDER FORM

Fill in the order form below and submit with your

pnymcnl [{%H

Address VBOBE QM
Cily, Slale Zip Box 2454 ® Peoria, AZ 85380 @ 1-800-544-9275
Ly ITEM PRICEE TOTAL

Ship & Hdlp,  $3.00

TOTAL $

Flease sllow I3 weeks delivery Linse

{Two separate order forms--please clip off here 1o order Overseas Cap.)

VBOB OVERSEAS CAP
NOW AVAILABLE

The cap is olive drab color, trimmed on top with three colors: blue for Infantry, yellow for Armored, and red for Artillery.
Frice includes a VBOB emblem on left side; "Member-at-Large” or "Chapter name” on right side, and shipping charges.

MEMBER-AT-LARGE or CHAPTER NAME:

Extra Lettering (President, Treasurer, ete.)

Mail your payment and VBOB Overseas Cap order to:

Kewstone Uniform Cap Company
428 North 13th Strect
Philadelphia, PA 19123
215-922-5493 or 215-928-1235

List cap size(s) and quantity)
Total number of hats ordered

Total amount enclosed: §

(e 526.25 per cap
Extra lettering $ (@8.35 per letter
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A PULITZER PRIZE FOR BILL MAULDIN

Thix frenchant picture of ““Fresh, spirited American Troops
by Bill Mauldin won the Pulitzer Prize as the oulstanding
newspaper cartoon of I945,

Bill Manldin's success story is fabulous. Only 18 and fresh
ot of art school when his army carcer began in 1940, he is now
an established author and feoms large in the great arfistic
tradition of social safire,

Excerpts from Bill Mauldin’s book,
“UP FRONT”?

“To a soldier in a hole, nothing is bigger or more
vital to him than the war which is going on in the

immediate vicinity of his hole, If nathing is happening
to him, and he is able (o relax that day, then it is a
good war, no matter what is going on elsewhere, Bul
if things are rough, and he is sweating out a morlar
barrage, and his best friend is killed on a patrol, then i
is o rough war for him, and he does not consider il
“eomparalively quict.”

That situation can't be remedied much. Mewspapers
at bome have o print the news as il appears on a
world-wide scale, but it they would clamp down o
little harder on their enthusiastic rewrile men who
love 1o describe *smashing armored columns,”” the
“eround forces sweeping ahead,”” *'victorious, cheer-
ing armies,”” and “sullen supermen,’” they wouldny
be doing a bad job. A dopface gets just as tlired
advancing as he does retreating, and he gets shot al
both ways. Afier a few days of battle, the victorions
Yank who has been sweeping ahead doesn't look any
prettier than the sullen superman he captores,””

Mauldin's reputation became general when he was
transferred (o Stars & Stripes, and his cartoons were
soon snapped up by a national newspaper syndicate.
Celebrity or not, Mauldin could wsually be found up
front where the shooting was.

Out of the army in 1945, Mauldin swilched o
civilian themes and post war problems in his syndi-
cated cartoons jabbing at stoffed shirs and injustice
with the same biting clarity that endeared him to the
fighting men. Active in velerans affairs, never oo

(News item)

“Fresh, spirited American troops, flushed with viefory, are
bringing in thousands of hungry, ragped, battleweary prisoners ...""

busy to speak out for what he believes in, Maoldin has
found the time to write and illustrate (wo more
best-selling books, Back Home and A Sort of a Saga.

SUPPORT FOR
"COLONEL MAGGIE" URGED

Simce 1987, an effort has been underway to have the
president uward to "Colonel Maggie,” the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. "Colonel Maggie," as some of you may know
is Martha Raye, who bravely gave so much of hersell 1o the
servicemen and women who scrved in World War 1,
Martha began her serviee to ULS. troops soon after the
attack on Pearl Harbor and before the formation of the
Us0O. She entertained men and women in uniform around
the world.  Her close association with the Special Forces
earncd her the honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the
U5, Army Green Beret. (This resulted in her nickname of
"Colongl Maggic")  She was wounded and received two

Purple Hearts. She was also awarded the Army Combat
Field Medical Badge, General Westmoreland called her
“the grandest trouper of all”

The efforts 1o honor her with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom have faltered, Two resolutions--SCR 62 in the
Senate and HCR 100 in the House--have languished in both
houses. You can help get this off dead cenler by wriling Lo
the President of the United States, your congressman and
senators,  Or, you can write w T, N, Bagano, 42619
Charleston Way, Fremont, California 94538, (o see how you
can help with this elfort,

MAGGIE GAVE US HER BEST. LET'S SHOW HER

THAT WE APPRECIATE WHAT SHE DID,
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND YOUR
FAMILIES. WE HOPE YOUR HOLIDAY
SEASON WILL BE JOYFUL AND YOUR NEW
YEAR WILL BRING GOOD HEALTH AND
MUCH HAPPINESS.

———————— DelanhiondiMoil = — e e e e e e e e e

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OFFICAL USE ONLY

VETERANS OF THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE
P.0O. Box 11129, Arlington, Virginia 22210-2129

[[] NewMember [ | Renewal - Member #

Name Birthdate
Addroas Fhona ( )
City Stata Zip

All new mambears, plaase provide the following infarmation.
Campaigns
Units(s) to which assignad during period December 16, 1944-Januany 25, 1945 - Division
Ragimant Battalion
Company Cther:

Muake check or money order pavable to VEOR

and mail with this application to above address. Applicants Signature

Annual Dues $15 Do not wiite above this fine

RECRUITER (Optional)



